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PROTECTIVE SLEEVE FOR THREADED CONNECTIONS FOR EXPANDABLE LINER 

HANGER 

Cross Reference To Related Applications 
[001 J The present application claims the benefit of tlie filing dates of (1) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/397,284, attorney docket no 25791.106, filed on 7/19/2002, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,632, attorney docket no. 
2579L101, filed on 4/15/2002, which was a continuation-in-part of U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/372,048, attorney docket no. 25791 .93, filed on April 12, 2002, which was a continuation-in- 
part of U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no. 25791.92, filed on 
1/7/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

[002] The present application is related to the following: (i) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791,9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/512,895, attorney dodcet no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7^000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791 .23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. 
provisional patent ^plication serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, 
(14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 
10/12/1999, fl 5) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, 
filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 
25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney 
docket no. 25791 39, filed on 1 1/12/1 999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, 
attorney docket no. 25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .48, filed on 1 0/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 2579 L50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791 .5 1, filed on 1/1 7/2001 , (24) 
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U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .52, filed on 1 /3/200 1 , 
(25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 
7/6/200 1 , (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/3 13,453, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .59, 
filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no- 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 
25791,67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/3318,386, attorney 
docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, 
attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30)U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/016,467, 
attorney docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 1 2/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 25791.92, filed on 1/7/2Q02; (33) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/372,048, attorney docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; 
(36) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.108, filed on 
6/12/2002; and (37) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 
25791.90, filed on 6/26/2002, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

Background of the Invention 
(0031 This invention relates generally to oil and gas exploraticm, and in particular to forming and 
repairing wellbore casings to facilitate oil and gas exploration. 

1004] During oil exploration, a wellbore typically traverses a number of zones within a 
subterranean formation. Wellbore casings are then formed in the wellbore by radially expanding and 
plastically deforming tubular members that are coupled to one another by threaded connections. 
Existing methods for radially expanding and plastically deforming tubular members coupled to one 
another by threaded connections are not always reliable or produce satisfactory resuhs. In particular, 
the threaded connections can be damaged during the radial expansion process. Furtliemiore, the 
threaded connections between adjacent tubular members, whether radially expanded or not, are 
typically not sufficiently coupled to permit the transmission of energy through the tubular members 
from the surface to a downhole location. 

[005] The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of the 
existing processes for radially expanding and plastically deforming tubular members coupled to one 
another by threaded connections. 

Summary of the Invention 
[006] According to one aspect of the present invention, a method is provided that includes coupling 
an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member 
to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, and radially 
expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and flie second tubular manber. 
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[007] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is provided tliat includes a 
tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve, and a second tubular member 
coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular member. 

[008] According to another aspect of the present invention, a metliod of extracting geothemial 
energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy is provided that includes drilling a borehole that 
traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the 
borehole, radially expanding and plastically deforming the first c^ing string within the borehole, 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially 
expanding and plastically deforming tlie second casing string within the borehole, and extracting 
geothermal energy fi-om the subterranean source of geothemial energy using the fu-st and second casing 
strings. 

[009] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for extracting geotiiermal 
energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy is provided that includes a borehole that traverses 
the subterranean source of geothermal energy, a first casing string portioned within the borehole, and a 
second casing positioned within the borehole that overlaps with the first casing string that traverses flie 
subterranean source of geothermal energy. The first casing string and the second casing string are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed within the borehole. 

[OOIOJ According to another aspect of the present invention, a metliod is provided that includes 
coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members, determining if any of the 
pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, and if a 
predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks throu^ the coupled ends of the first and second 
tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve. 

[0011] Accortling to another aspect of the present invention, a method is provided that includes 
coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular 
member to another end of the tubular sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member pd the second tubular member, and 
transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

[0012] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system is provided that includes a 
source of energy, a borehole formed in the eartli, a first tubular men>ber positioned within the borehole 
operably coupled to the source of energy, a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled 
to the first tubular member, and a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to tlie first and 
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second tubular members. The first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 

[0013] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of operating a well for 
extracting hydrocarbons from a subterranean fonnation is provided tliat includes drilling a borehole into the 
earth that traverses the subterranean formation, positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole, transmitting 
energy through the wellbore casing, and extracting hydrocarbons from the subterranean fonnation. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0014] FIG. la is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

10015] Fig. 1 b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of a tubular sleeve onto 
the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. la. 

10016] Fig. 1 c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. lb. 

10017) Fig. Id is a fi^mentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 c. 

[0018] Fig. le is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and die tubular 
sleeve of Fig. Id. 

10019) Fig. 2a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve supported by the end portion of the first tubular 
mmber, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded portion coupled to the internally 
threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0020] Fig. 2b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 2a. 

[0021] Fig. 3a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a ftst tubular member having an internally tlireaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodfanent of a tubular sleeve supported by the end portion of the first tubular 
member, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded portion coupled to the internally 
threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0022] Fig. 3b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 3 a. 
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(00231 ^^jg- 4a is a fragmentary cross-sectionaJ illustration df the radial expansion and plastic 
defonnation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve having an external sealing element supported by tlie 
end portion of the first tubular member, and a second tubular member having an externally threaded 
portion coupled to the internally threaded portion of the first tubular member. 

[0024] Fig. 4b is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 4a. 

{0025) Fig. 5a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of a first tubular member having an internally threaded connection at an end 
portion, an alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve supported by the end portion of the first tubular 
member, and a second tubular member having an externally thread^ portion coupled to tJie internally 
threaded portion of tlie first tubular member. 

[00261 Fig. 5b is a fingmentaiy cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
defonnation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 5a. 

(00271 Fig. 6a is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

I0028J Fig. 6b is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

(00291 Fig. 6c is a ifragmentaiy cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve. 

(0030] Fig. 6d is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment of a tubular 
sleeve, 

(00311 FIG. 7a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded cormection at an end portion. 

(00321 Fig- 7b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of tlie first tubular member of Fig. 7a. 
(0033] Fig. 7c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 7b. 

[0034] Fig. 7d is a Segmentary cross-sectional illustration of tlie radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. Ic. 

[0035] Fig. 7e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of tlie threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and tlie tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 7d, 
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(0036] FIG. 8a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

(0037) Fig. 8b is a fragmentaiy cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8a. 
[0038] Fig. 8c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of tlie coupling of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 
8b to the end portion of the first tubular member. 

[0039) Fig. 8d is a fragmejitaiy cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8b. 

10040] Fig. 8e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 
8d to the end portion of the second tubular mmber. 

[0041] Fig. 8f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 8e. 

[0042] Fig. 8g is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 8f 

[00431 FIG. 9a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of si first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0044] Fig. 9b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 9a. 
[0045] Fig. 9c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the cfoupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 9b. 

[0046] Fig. 9d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of tlie first tubular member of Fig. 9c. 

(0047J Fig. 9e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
defomiation of tiie threaded connection between the first and second itubular membeis and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 9d. 

[0048] FIG. 10a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0049] Fig. 10b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 10a. 
[0050] Fig. 1 Oc is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the ^upling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally tlireaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. i Ob. 
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10051] Fig. lOd is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 10c. 

10052] Fig. lOe is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. lOd. 

[0053] FIG. 1 la is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
internally threaded connection at an end portion. 

10054] Fig. lib is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubu lar member of Fig. 1 1 a. 
I0055J Fig. 1 1 c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustetion of the coupling of an external ly threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the internally threaded connection at the end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 1 1 b. 

[0056] Fig. lid is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. ] Ic. 

{0057| Fig. He is a fragmentary cross sectional of tiie continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. lid. 

(0058] FIG. 12a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a first tubular member having an 
intemally threaded connection at an end portion. 

[0059] Fig. 12b is a fi^agmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an alternative 
embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 12a. 
[0060] Fig. 1 2c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the poupling of an externally threaded 
connection at an end portion of a second tubular member to the intemally Areaded connection at die end 
portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 12b. 

10061] Fig. 1 2d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 12c. 

10062] Fig. 12e is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and second tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 12d. 

(0063] Fig. 13a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of an 

alternative embodnnent of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of a first tubular member. 

[0064] Fig. 13b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of a 

second tubular member to the other end portion of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 13a. 

(0065] Fig. 13c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 

deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 13b. 
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10066] Fig. 13d is a fragmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of t]ie threaded connection between the first and second -tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 13c. 

[0067] FIG. 14a is a firagmentary cross-sectional illustration of an end portion of a first tubular 
member. 

[0068] Fig. 14b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of an 
alternative embodiment of a tubular sleeve onto the end portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 14a. 
[0069] Fig. 14c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an end portion of a 
second tubular member to the other end portion of the tubular sleeve of Fig. 14b. 
|0070] Fig. I4d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of a portion of the first tubular member of Fig. 14c. 

[0071] Fig. 14e is a firagmentary cross sectional of the continued radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded connection between the first and seccnd'tubular members and the tubular 
sleeve of Fig. 14d. 

[0072] Fig. ISa is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an intemally threaded 
end portion of a fu^t tubular member to an externally threaded end portion of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to the end portions of the first and second tubular member. 
[0073) Fig. 15b is a cross-sectional illustration of the first and second tubular members and the 
protective sleeve following the radial expansion of the first and second tubulars and the protective sleeve. 
[0074] Fig. 1 5c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an alternative embodiment that includes 
a metallic foil for amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members of Figs. 1 5a and ] 5b during 
the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the tubular members. 

[0075] Fig. 16 is a cross-sectional illustration of a borehole including a plurality of overlappkig 
radially expanded wellbore casings that traverses a subterranean sourde of geothermal energy. 
(00761 Fig. 17a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an internally threaded 
end portion of a first tubular member to an externally threaded end portion of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to the end portions of the first ahd second tubular member. 
[0077] Fig. 17b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the tlu^eaded portions of the first and second tubular members using an adjustable expansion 
cone. 

|0078] Fig. 1 7c is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the threaded portions of the 
first and second tubular members and the protective sleeve prior to the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions. 

[0079] Fig. 1 7d is an enlarged fi^gmentary cross-sectional illustration of the threaded portions of the 
first and second tubular members and the protective sleeve after the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions. 
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10080] Fig. 1 8a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the coupling of an internally tlireaded 
end portion of a first tubular member to an externally threaded end portion of a second tubular member 
including a protective sleeve coupled to the end portions of the first and second tubular member. 
(00811 Fig- 18b is a fragmentary cross-sect lonal illustration of the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the threaded portions of the first and second tubular members using a rotary expansion tool. 
[0082] Fig- 1 9 is an exemplary embodiment of a method of providing a fluid tight seal in the junction 
between a pair of adjacent tubular members. 

[0083] Fig. 20 is an exemplary embodiment of a method of transmitting energy through a pair of 
radially expanded adjacent tubular members including a protecting sleeve. 

Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 
[0084] Referring to Fig. la, a first tubular member 1 0 includes an internally tlireaded connection 
12 at an end portion 14. As illustrated in Fig. lb, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1 6 that includes an 
internal flange 18 and tapered portions, 20 and 22, at opposite ends is then mounted upon and receives 
the end portion 14 of tlie first tubular member 10. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portion 14 of 
the first tubular member 1 0 abuts one side of the internal flange 1 8 of the tubular sleeve 16, and the 
internal diameter of the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is substantially equal to or grater than the 
maximum internal diameter of the internally threaded connection 12 of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. As illustrated in Fig. Ic, an externally threaded connection 24 of an end portion 26 of 
a second tubular member 28 having an annular recess 30 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 16 
and tlireadably coupled to the internally threaded connection 12 of fte end portion 14 of the first 
tubular member 1 0. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange 1 8 of the tubular sleeve 1 6 mates 
with and is received withm the annular recess 30 of tlie end portion 26 of the second tubular member 
28. Thus, the tubular sleeve 16 is coupled to and surrounds the external surfaces of the first and 
second tubular members, 10 and 28. 

[0085] bi an exemplaiy embodiment, the internally threaded connection 12 of the end portion 14 
of tlie first tubular member 10 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 24 of the 
end portion 26 of the second tubular member 28 is a pin connection. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 16 is at least approximately .020" greater than the outside 
diameters of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, during the threaded 
coupling of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, fluidic materials within the first and 
second tubular members may be vented from the tubular members. 

[0086) In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. Id and le, the first and second tubular 
members, 1 0 and 28, and the tubular sleeve 1 6 may then be positioned within another structure 32 
such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through the uiteriors of the first and second tubular members. The 
tapered portions, 20 and 22, of the tubular sleeve 16 facilitate the insertion and movement of the first 



wo 2004/010039 PCT/IJS2003/0I9993 

and second tubular members within and through the structure 32, and the movement of the expansion 
cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be from top to 
bottom or from bottom to top. 

[0087) In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 16 is also radially expanded and 
plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 16 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26» of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

[0088] In several exemplary embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, are 
radially expanded and plastically deformed using the expansion cone 34 in a conventional manner 
and/or using one or more of tiie methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) 
U.S. patent application srarial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, fJed on 2/23/2000, (3) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/1 0/2000, (4) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02, filed on 1 1/1 5/1999, (5) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791. U. 02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/5 1 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791 . 1 7.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, 
(10) PCT patent application swial no. PCT/USOO/1 8635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 
7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, 
filed . on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 
25791 .29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791 .37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791 .38, filed on 6/19/2000, 
(1 7) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 65,228, attorney docket no. 25791 39, filed on 
1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 
25791 .45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7^8/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attomey docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/237,334, attomey docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60^70,007, attomey docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attomey docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, 
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(24) U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 
1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, 
filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 
25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney 
docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/33 18,386, attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent application 
serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent 
application serial no. 10/016,467, attorn^ docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 
12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 
25791 .92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, attorney 
docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002: (34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.1 08, filed on 6/12/2002; and (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791 .90, filed on 6^6/2002, 
tlie disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

f0089J In several alternative embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, are 
radially expanded and plastically deformed using other conventional methods for radially expanding 
and plastically deforcing tubular members such as, for example, internal pressurization and/or roller 
expansion devices such as, for example, that disclosed in U.S, patent application publication no. US 
2001/0045284 Al, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 
100901 The use of the tubular sleeve 1 6 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the fust and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 16 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, 
during handlhig and insertion of tlie tubular members withb the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of tlie first and second tubular member, 10 and 
28, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could resuh in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 16 provides an 
alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and tlireaded coupling of the second tubular member 28 to 
the first tubular member 10. In this manner, misalignment that could result in damage to the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be avoided. In 
addition, during the relative rotation of the second tubular member with respect to the first tubular 
member, required during the direaded coupling of the first and second tubular membei^, the tubular 
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sleeve 16 provides an indication of to what degree the first and second tubular members are threadably 
coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 16 can be easily rotated, that would indicate tliat the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, are not fully threadably coupled and in intimate contact with 
the internal flange 18 of the tubular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 16 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal clacks in the 
^d portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 16 may provide a fluid tight metal- 
to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the threaded connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, into die annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 
32. Furtliermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic-deformation of the first and 
second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 16 may be maintained in circumf^entiat 
tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, may be 
maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through 
the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 16 may also increase the collapse strength of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 

|0091] Referring to Figs. 2a and 2b, in an alternative embodiment, a tubular sleeve 110 having an 
internal flange 1 12 and a tapered portion 1 1 4 is coupled to the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 1 10 receives and mates with tlie end portion 14 of the first 
tubular member 10, and the internal flange 112 of die tubular sleeve is received within the annular 
recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of the first tubular member. In this 
manner, the tubular sleeve 1 10 is coupled to the end porticHis, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, and tlie tubular sleeve covers the end portion 14 of the first tubular member 10. 
[0092] In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 1 10 may then be positioned within tlie structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular membCTS, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 1 1 0 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintauied In circumferential compression. 

[0093] The use of the tubular sleeve 1 10 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 

12 



wo 2(HW/0UW39 PCT/US20()3/«19993 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1 1 0 protects the 
exterior surface of the end portion 14 of the first tubular member 10 during handling and insertion of 
the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of tlie end 
portion 14 of flie first tubular member 10 is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that 
could result in a catastrophic failure dunng subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during 
the relative rotation of the second tubular member witii respect to the first tubular member, required 
during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, ithe tubular sleeve 1 10 provides 
an indication of to what degree the first and second tubular members ai^ threadably coupled. For 
example, if the tubular sleeve 1 1 0 can be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28, are not fiiliy tlireadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal 
flange 1 1 2 of the tubular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1 1 0 may prevent crack propagation 
during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28. In tliis manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 
26, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In 
addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, die tubular sleeve 1 10 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between 
interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surface of the end portion 14 of the first tubular 
member. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the direaded ' 
connections, 12 and 24, of die first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 1 10 may be maintained in cu*cumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. 

[0094) Referring to Figs. 3a and 3 b, in an alternative embodiment, a tubular sleeve 2 1 0 having an 
internal flange 212, tapered portions, 214 and 216, at opposite ends, and annular sealing members, 218 
and 220, positioned on opposite sides of the internal flange, is coupled to the first and second tubular 
members, 1 0 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 210 receives and mates with the end portions, 1 4 
and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the internal flange 212 of the tubular 
sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of 
the first tubular member. Furdiermore, the sealing members, 218 and 220, of die tubular sleeve 210 
engSLge and fluidicly seal the inter&ce between the tubular sleeve and the end portions, 14 and 26, of 
fte first and second tubular members, ! 0 and 28. In this maimer, the tubular sleeve 2 1 0 is coupled to 
the ^d portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular m^bers, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve 
covers the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 
10095) In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and the 
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tubular sleeve 21 0 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deWd, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interior, of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 210 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions. 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferwitial compression. 

10096] The use of the tubular sleeve 210 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 10 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the fi,^ and second tubular membere in the 
stmcture 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the firet and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 210 protects the 
exterior surfecesofthe end portions, 14 and 26, ofthefiret and second tubular members. 10and28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions. 14 and 26, of the finrt and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of the 
fmt and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 210 provides an indication of to what degree the 
first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 21 0 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second tubular taembeis. 10 and 28, are not fully 
threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the inlemal flange 212 of the tubular sleeve. 
Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 210 may prevent crack propagation during the i»lial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this mamier, failure modes 
such as. for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26, of the fii^ and second tubular 
members. 10 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all togefter. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of tlie firet artd second tubular members, 10 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 2 1 0 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions,l 4 and 26, of the f,rst and second 
tubular members. In this mamier, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular memben;. 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, foUowing the radial 
expansion and plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 210 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be mamtained in circmnferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 
210 may also increase the collapse strength of die end portions, 14 and 26, of the finst and second 
tubular members, 1 0 and 28. 
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I0097J Referring to Figs. 4a and 4b, in an alternative embodiment, a tubular sleeve 310 having an 
internal flange 312, tapered portions, 314 and 316. at opposite ends, and an annular sealing member 
318 positioned on the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve, is coupled to the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 310 receives and mates witli the end portions. 14 
and 26, of the fiist and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, and tlie internal flange 3 12 of the tubular 
sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular member 28 proximate the end of 
the fust tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 3 10 is coupled to the end portions, 1 4 and 
26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the tubular sleeve covers the end portions, 
14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28. 

I0098J In an exemplaiy embodiment, tlie first and second tubular membere, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 310 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
defoimed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and seamd tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 310 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. Furthemore, in an 
exemplary embodiment, foUowdng the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second 
tubular members, 1 0 and 28, the annular sealmg member 3 1 8 circumferentially engages the interior 
smface of the structure 32 thereby preventing the passage of fluidic Materials tlirough the annulus 
between tiie tubular sleeve 310 and the structure. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 310 may provide 
an expandable packer element. 

10099] The use of the tubular sleeve 3 1 0 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 10 to 
the second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of flie first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 310 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of die first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of die end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of die 
ftfst and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 310 provides an indication of to what degree die 
first and second tubular members are durably coupled. For example, if die tubular sleeve 3 1 0 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the first and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, are not fiilly 
threadably coupled and in intimate contact with the internal flange 312 of die tubular sleeve. 
Furtheimore, die tubular sleeve 310 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and 
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plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, failure modes 
such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 310 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and &e exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
flie first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic defomiation of the first and second tubular manbers, 10 and 28, tlie tubular 
sleeve 310 may be maintained in circumferential tension and Ae end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumfM^ential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sle^e. In addition, because, 
following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the fffst and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, the annular sealing member 318 may circumferentially engage the interior surface of the structure 
32, the tubular sleeve 310 may provide an expandable packer element In addition, the tubular sleeve 
3 1 8 may also increase the collapse strengtli of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members, 10 and 28. 

[00100] Referring to Figs. 5a and 5b, in an alternative embodiment, a non-metallic tubular sleeve 
410 having an internal flange 412, and tapmd portions, 414 and 416, at opposite ends, is coupled to 
the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In particular, the tubular sleeve 410 receives and 
mates with the end portions, 14 and 26, of the fu^t and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and Ae 
internal flange 412 of tlie tubular sleeve is received within the annular recess 30 of the second tubular 
member 28 proximate the end of the first tubular member. In Ais manner, the tubular sleeve 41 0 is 
coupled to the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve covers the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 
[00101] In several exemplary embodiments, the tubular sleeve 410 may be plastic, ceramic, 
elastomeric, composite and/or a frangible material. 

[00102] hi an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, and the 
tubular sleeve 4 1 0 may then be positioned within the structure 32 and radially expanded and plastically 
deformed, for example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, following the radial e>q)ansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 410 maybe 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the fu^ and second tubular 
members, 10 and 28, may be maintained in circumferential compression. Furthermore, in an 
exemplary embodiment during the radial expansion and plastic defoimation of the first and second 
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tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular sleeve 310 may be broken offof the fust and second tubular 

members. 

100103] The use of the tubular sleeve 410 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 1 0 to 
die second tubular member 28, (b) the placement of the firet and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 410 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of tlie first and secohd tubular members, 1 0 and 28, 
during handling and insertion of the tubular members within tlie structure 32. In this manner, damage 
to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 
28, is prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second 
tubular member with respect to the first tubular member, required during the threaded coupling of tlie 
first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 410 provides an indication of to what degree the 
first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 410 can 
be easily rotated, that would indicate that the fnst and second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, are not fiilly 
tfireadably coupled and in intima' ^ntact with the internal flange 412 of the tubular sleeve. 
Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 4 10 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and 
plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. In this manner, feilure modes 
such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 0 and 28, may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after 
completing the radial expansion and plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 10 
and 28, the tubular sleeve 4 1 0 may provide a fluid tight melaMo-metnl seal between interior surface of 
the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions,14 and 26, of the first and second 
tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi-om passing through die threaded 
connections, 12 and 24, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, into the annulus between 
the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furtheraiore, because, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the tubular 
sleeve 410 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 14 and 26, of the first 
and second tubular members, 10 and 28, maybe maintained in circumferential compression, axial 
loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted tfu-ough the tubular sleeve. In addition, because, during 
the radial expansion and plastic defonnation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the 
tubular sleeve 410 may be broken off of the first and second tubular members, the final outside 
diameter of the first and second tubular members may more closely match the inside diameter of tlie 
structure 32. In addition, the tubular sleeve 410 may also increase the collapse strength of the end 
portions, 14 and 26, of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28. 
[00104] Refening to Fig. 6a, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 5 1 0 includes an 
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interna! flange 512, tapered portions, 514 and 516, at opposite ends,'and defines one ormore axial slots 
5 1 8. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic defonTiation of the first and 
second tubular members, 1 0 and 28, the axial slots 5 1 8 reduce the required radial expansion forces. 
[00105] Referring to Fig. 6b, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 6 1 0 includes an 
internal flange 612, tapered portions, 614 and 616, at opposite ends, and defines one or more offset 
axial slots 618. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
tfie first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the axial slots 61 8 reduce the required radial 
expansion forces. 

[00106] Referring to Fig. 6c, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 710 includes an 
internal flange 712, tapered portions, 714 and 716, at opposite ends, and defines one or more radial 
openings 718. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expaiision and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular membCTs, 10 and 28, the radial openings 718 reduce the required radial 
expansion forces. 

[00107] Referring to Fig. 6d, in an exemplary embodiment, a tubular sleeve 8 1 0 includes an 
internal flange 812, tapered portions, 814 and 816, at opposite ends, and defines one ormore axial slots 
8 1 8 tliat extend from the ends of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 10 and 28, the axial slots 
818 reduce the required radial expansion forces. 

[00108] Referring to Fig. 7a, a first tubular member 910 includes an internally tiireaded connection 
912 at an end portion 914 and a recessed portion 916 having a reduced outside diameter. As illustrated 
in Fig. 7b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 918 that includes annular sealing members, 920 and 922, at 
opposite ends, tapered portions, 924 and 926, at one end, and tapei^d portions, 928 and 930, at another 
end is then mounted upon and receives the end portion 914 of the first tubular member 910. In an 
exemplary embodiment, a resilient retaining ring 930 is positioned between the lower end of the 
tubular sleeve 91 8 and the recessed portion 916 of the first tubular member 910 in order to couple the 
tubular sleeve to tfie first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 
930 is a split ring having a toothed surface in order to lock the tubular sleeve 91 8 in place. 
[00109] As illustrated in Fig. 7c, an externally threaded connection 934 of an end portion 936 of a 
second tubular memb^- 938 having a recessed portion 940 having a reduced outside diameter is then 
positioned within tlie tubular sleeve 918 and threadably coupled to the internally tiireaded connection 
912 of the end portion 914 of the first tubular member 910. In an exemplary embodiment, a resilient 
retaining ring 942 is positioned between the upper end of the tubular sleeve 91 8 and the recessed 
portion 940 of the second tubular member 938 in cwder to couple the tubular sleeve to the second 
tubular monber. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 942 is a split ring having a 
toothed surface in order to lock tlie tubular sleeve 918 in place. 

[001 10] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 9 1 2 of the end portion 
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914 of the first tubular member 910 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 934 of 
the end portion 936 of the second tubular member 938 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 9 1 8 is at least approximately .020" greater than 
the outside diameters of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 
and 938. In tliis manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 91 0 
and 938, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented from the tubular 
members. 

100111] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 7d and 7e, the first and second tubular 
members, 910 and 938, and the tubular sleeve 918 may tlien be positioned within another structure 32 
such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 Arough the interiors of the first and second tubular members. The 
tapered portions, 924 and 928, of the tubular sleeve 918 facilitate the insertion and movement of the 
first and second tubular members widiin and through the structure 32, and the movement of the 
expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, may be 
from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

[00112] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, the tubular sleeve 918 is also radially expanded and 
plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 9 1 8 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular 
members, 910 and 938, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
[00113] The use of the tubular sleeve 918 during (a) the coupling of tiie first tubular member 910 
to the second tubular member 938, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in the 
structure 32, and (c) die radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular., 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 918 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 
938, during handling and insertion of tlie tubular members within the structure 32. In this manner, 
damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular 
member, 910 and 938, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a 
catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 
918 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the second 
tubular member 938 to the first tubular member 910. In this manner, misalignment that could result in 
damage to the threaded connections, 912 and 934, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 
938, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 918 may prevent crack propagation during the 
radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938. In this 
manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 914 and 936, of 
the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, 
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after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 
91 0 and 938, the tubular sleeve 91 8 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between interior 
surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and 
second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented from passing through the 
threaded connections, 912 and 934, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, into tiie 
annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, 
following the radial expansion and plastic defomiation of the first and second tubular members, 910 
and 938, the tubular sleeve 918 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 
914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938, may be maintained in 
circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular 
sleeve. In addition, the annular sealing members, 920 and 922, of the tubular sleeve 918 may provide a 
fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and the end pcwtions, 914 and 936, of the first and second 
tubular members, 910 and 938. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 918:may also increase the collapse 
strength of the end portions, 914 and 936, of the first and second tubular members, 910 and 938. 
[00114] Referring to Fig. 8a, a first tubular member 1010 includes an internally tlireaded 
connection 1012 at an end portion 1014 and a recessed portion 1016 having a reduced outside 
diameter. As illustrated in Fig. 8b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1018 that includes annular sealing 
members, 1020 and 1022, at opposite ends, tapered portions, 1024 and 1026, at one end, and tapered 
portions, 1028 and 1030, at another end is then mounted upon and receives the end portion 1014 of the 
first tubular member 1010. In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 8c, the end of the 
tubular sleeve 1 0 1 8 is then crimped onto the recessed portion 1 0 1 6 of the first tubular member 1 0 1 0 in 
order to couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 

[001 15] As illustrated in Fig. 8d, an externally threaded connection 1032 of an end portion 1 034 of 
a second tubular member 1036 having a recessed portion 1038 having a reduced external diameter is 
then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1018 and threadably coupled to the internally threaded 
connection 1012 of the end portion 1014 of the first tubular member 1010. In an exemplaiy 
embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 8e, the other end of the tubular sleeve 1018 is dien crimped into the 
recessed portion 1038 of the second tubular member 1036 in order to couple die tubular sleeve to the 
second tubular member. 

[00116] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally tlireaded connection 1012 of the end portion 
1 014 of the first tubular member 1010 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1032 of the end portion 1034 of the second tubular member 1036 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1 0 1 8 is at least approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036. In this manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented fi-om the 
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tubular members. 

100117] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 8f aiid 8g, the first and second tubular 
members, 1010 and 1036, and the tubular sleeve 1018 may then be positioned within another structure 
32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through tlie interiors of the first and second tubular members. The 
movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 
1010 and 1036, may be from top to bottom or fix>m bottom to top. 

[001181 In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1 0 1 0 and 1 036, the tubular sleeve 1 0 1 8 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1018 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1010 and 1036, may be maintained in circumfererttial compression. 
[00119] The use of the tubular sleeve 101 8 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1010 to the second tubular member 1036, (b) die placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, thb tubular sleeve 1018 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of tlie first and second tubular members, 1010 
and 1036, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1010 and 1036, are prevented Aat could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1018 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertioii and threaded coupling of the 
- second tubular member 1036 to the firsttubularmember 1010. In this manner,, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1012 and 1032, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1010 and 1 036, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1018 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1010 and 1036. In tliis manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the fust and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036, the tubular sleeve 1018 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented fmm passing through the threaded connections, 1012 and 1032, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1010 and 1036, into tiie annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036, the tubular sleeve 1018 may be maintained in 
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Circumferential tension and the end portions. 1014 and 1034, of the first and second tubular members. 
1010 and 1036, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the annular sealing members, 1020 and 
1022. of the tubular sleeve 1018 may provide a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and the end 
portions, 1014 and 1 034. ofthe first and second tubular members, lOlOand 1036. Furthermore, tlie 
tubular sleeve 1018 may also iiicrease the collapse strength ofthe end portions. 1014 and 1034. If the 
first and second tubular members, 1010 and 1036. 

I00120J Referring to Fig. 9a, a firsttububr member 1 1 10 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1112 at an end portion 1114. As illustrated in Fig. 9b. a first end ofa tubular sleeve 1116 
having tapered portions. 1 118 and 1 120, at opposite ends, is then mounted upon and receives the end 
portion 1114ofthefirsttubularmember 1110. In an exemplary embodiment, a toothed r^ilient 
retaining ring 1 122 is then attached to first tubular member 1010 below the end ofthe tubular sleeve 
1 11 6 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to die first tubular member. 

1001211 As illustrated in Fig. 9c an externally threaded connection 1124 of an end portion 1 126 of 
a second tubular member 1 128 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1 1 16 and threadably 
coupled to the intemally threaded connection 1112 ofthe end portion 1 1 14 of the first tubular member 
1 1 10. In an exemplary embodiment, a toothed resilient retaining ring 1130 is then attached to second 
tubular member 1 128 above the end ofthe tubular sleeve 1 1 1 6 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to 
the second tubular member. 

(001221 In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded comiection 1112 ofthe end portion 
1 114 of the fust tubular member 1 1 10 is a box connection, and tlie extenally thitaded connection 
1 1 24 ofthe end portion 1 126 of tlie second tubular member 1 128 is apm connection. Inan exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter ofthe tubular sleeve 1 1 16 is at least app,t»ximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of tlie end portions, 1 1 14 and 1 1 26, ofthe first and second tabular members. 
1 II 0 and 1 128. In this manner, during the threaded coupling ofthe first and second tabular members, ' 
1 no and 1 1 28, fluidic materials withm the first and second tubular members may be vented fit>m the ' 
tabular members. 

(001231 In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 9d and 9e, the first and second tabular 
members. I HO and 1128. and the tabular sleeve 11 16 may then be poeitioned within another stnicture 
32 such as. for example, a wellbore. and radially expanded and plastically defoimed, for example, by 
moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors ofthe first and second tabular members. The 
movement ofthe expansion cone 34 through the interiors ofthe first and second tabular members, 
11 10 and 1 128. may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

(00124J In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic defonnation ofthe 
first and second tabular members, 1 110 and 1 128. the tabular sleeve 1 116 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed, bi an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tabular sleeve 1 1 1 6 may be 
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maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions. 1 1 14 and 1 126, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1 1 1 0 and 1 128, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
100125) The use of the tubular sleeve 1116 during (a) the coupling of the firet tubular member 
1 1 10 to the second tubular member 1 128, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic defomiation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1116 protects the 
exterior surfaces ofthe end portions, 1114and 1126, ofthe first and second tubular members, 1110 
and 1 128, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 1 14 and 1 126, of the first and second 
tubular members, 11 10 and 1 128, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic feilure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, tlie tubular 
sleeve 1116 provides an alignment guide tliat fecilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the 
second tubular member 1 128 to the firet tubular member 1 110. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1 1 12 and 1 124, ofthe first and second tubular 
members, 1 1 10 and 1 128, may be avoided. Furthemore, the tubular sleeve 1 1 1 6 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation ofthe first and second tubular 
members, 1 1 10 and 1 128. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1 1 1 4 and 1 126, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic defomiation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1 1 10 and 1 128, the tubular sleeve 1 1 1 6 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surfece of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of die end 
portions, 11 14 and 1128, ofthe first and second tubular members. Iii this manner, fluidic materiak arc 
prevented from passing througli the threaded connections, 1 112 and 1124, ofthe first and second 
tubular members, 1 110 and 1 128, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthemiore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic defomiation ofthe 
first and second tubular members, 1 1 1 0 and 1 1 28, the tubular sleeve 1 1 1 6 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1 1 14 and 1 126, ofthe first and second tubular membere, 
1 1 10 and 1 128, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted througli die tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubulhr sleeve 1 1 1 6 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions, 1 1 14 and 1 126, ofthe first and second tubular members. 
[00126] Referring to Fig. 10a, a first tubular member 1210 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1212 at an end portion 1214. As illustrated in Fig. 10b, a first end of a tubular sleeve 1 216 
having tapered portions, 1218 and 1220, at one end and tapered portidns, 1222 and 1224, at another 
end, is then mounted upon and receives the end portion 1 1 14 ofthe fitst tubular member 1 1 10. Li an 
exemplaiy embodiment, a resilient elastomeric O-ring 1226 is then positioned on the first tubular 
member 1210 below thetapwed portron 1224 of the tubular sleeve 1216 in order to couple the tabular 
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sleeve to the first tubular member. 

I00127J As illustrated in Fig. 1 Oc. an externally threaded coniiedtion 1228 of an end portion 1230 
of a second tubular member 1232 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 1216 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 1212 of the end portion 1214 of the first tubular member 
1210. In an exemplary embodiment, a resilient elastomeric 0-ring 1234 is then positioned on the 
second tubular member 1232 betow the tapered portion 1220 of the tubular sleeve 1216 in order to 
couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 

100128] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1212 of tlie end portion 
1214 of the first tubular member 1210 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1228 of the end portion 1230 of the second tubular member 1232 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1216 is at least approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters ofthe end portions, 1214 and 1230. of the fii^t and second tubular members, 
1210 and 1232. In this mamier, during the threaded coupling ofthe firstand second tubular members, ' 
1210 and 1232, fluidic materials within the first and second tabular ipembers may be vented from the 
tubular members. 

r001291 In an exemplary embodiment, as iUustrated in Figs. 1 Od and lOe. the first and second 

tubular members, 1210and 1232. and the tubular sleeve 1216may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors ofthe firstand second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors ofthe fir^ and second tubular 
members, 1210and 1232. may be from top to bottom or fixrni bottom to top. 
(001301 In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation ofthe 
first and second tabular members, 1210 and 1232. the tabular sleeve 1216 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, die tabular sleeve 1216 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions. 1214 and 1230, ofthe first and second 
tabular members, 1210 and 1232, may be maintained in circumferentitil compression. 
[00131] The use of the tabular sleeve 1216 during (a) the coupling ofthe first tabular member 
1210 to the second tabular member 1232, (b) the placement ofthe firet and second tabular membens in 
the structare 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic defomation ofthe first and second tabular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tabular sleeve 1216 protects the 
exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1214 and 1230, ofthe first and second tabular members, 1210 
and 1232, during handling and insertion ofthe tabular members within the structare 32. In this 
manner, damage to the exterior surfeces ofthe end portions. 1214 and 1230, ofthe first and second 
tabular members, 1210 and 1232, are prevented diat could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tabular 
sleeve 1216 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of tfie 
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second tubular member 1232 to the first tubular member 1210. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1212 and 1 228, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1210 and 1232, may be avoided. Furthennore, the tubular sleeve 1216 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of Ae first and second tubular 
members, 12 10 and 1232. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1210 and 1232, the tubular sleeve 121 6 may provide a fluid tight 
metako-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the threaded connections, 1212 and 1228, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1210 and 1232, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1210 and 1232, the tubular sleeve 1216 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members, 
1210 and 1232, may be maintained in circumferential compressicm, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1216 may also increase 
the collapse strength of the end portions, 1214 and 1230, of the first and second tubular members 1210 
and 1232. 

100132] Referring to Fig. lla,afirsttubularmember 1310inclu<|esaninteniallythreaded 
connection 1312 at an end portion 1314. As illustrated in Fig. 1 lb, a first end ofa tubular sleeve 1316 
having tapered portions, 1318and 1 320, at opposite ends is flien mounted uptm and receives the end 
portk>n 13 14 of the first tubular member 13 10. In an exemplary embodiment, an annular resilient 
retaining member 1322 is then positioned on the fust tubular member 1310 below the bottom end of 
the tubular sleeve 13 16 in order to couple the tubular sleeve to the first tubular member. 
[00133] As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 c, an externally threaded comiection 1324 of an end porticm 1 326 
ofa second tubular member 1 328 is then positioned within the tubular sleeve 13 1 6 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 13 12 of the end portion 1314 of the first tubular member 
1310. In an exemplary embodiment, an annular resilient retaining member 1330 is dien positioned on 
the second tubular member 1328 above the top end of the tubular sleeve 1316 in order to couple the 
tubular sleeve to the second tubular member. 

100134] In an exemplary embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1312 of the end portion 
1 3 14 of the first tubular member 1 3 1 0 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1324 of the end portion 1 326 of the second tubular member 1328 is a pin connection. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal diameter of the tubular sleeve 1316 is at least approximately .020" greater 
than the outside diameters of the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members, 
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13 1 0 and 1 328. In tliis manner, during the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 
1 3 1 0 and 1 328, fluidic materials within the first and second tubular members may be vented fh)m the 
tubular members. 

(00135] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 1 Id and 1 le, tlie first and second 
tubular members, 1 3 1 0 and 1 32 8, and the tubular sleeve 1 3 1 6 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of tfie first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 1310 and 1328, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 
[00136] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1328, the tubular sleeve 13 16 is also radially expanded 
and plastical ly deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1316 may be 
maintained m circumferential tension and the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
[00137] The use of the tubular sleeve 1316 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1310 to the second tubular member 1328, (b) the placement of tiie first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
mmbers provides a numb^ of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1316 protects the 
exterior sur&ces of the end portions, 1314 and 1 326, of the first and second tubular members, 1310 
and 1328, during handling and insertion of the tubular members widiin the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to the ext^ior surfaces of the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328» are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could 
result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular 
sleeve 1316 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the 
second tubular member 1328 to the first tubular member 1310. In this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1312 and 1324, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1310 and 1328, may be avoided. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1316 may prevent crack 
propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of ^e first and second tubular 
members, 1310 and 1328. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1328, the tubular sleeve 1316 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-metal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end 
portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members. Ih this manner, fluidic materials are 
prevented from passing through the tlu-eaded connections, 1312 and 1324, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1310 and 1328, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and 
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the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1310 and 1 328, the tubular sleeve 1316 may be maintained in 
circumferential tension and the end portions, 1314 and 1326, of the first and second tubular members, 
1310 and 1328, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1316 may also increase 
the collapse strengtfi of the end portions, 1314and 1 326, ofthe first and second tubular membws, 1310 
and 1328. 

[00138] Referring to Fig. 12a, a first tubular member 1410 includes an internally threaded 
connection 1412 and an annular recess 1414 at an end portion 1416. As illustrated in Fig. 12b, a first 
end of a tubular sleeve 1418 that includes an external flange 1420 aitd tapered portions, 1422 and 
1424, at opposite ends is then mounted within the end portion 1416 of the furst tubular member 1410. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the external flange 1420 of the tubular sleeve 141 8 is received within 
and is supported by the annular recess 1414oftheend portion 1416 of the first tubular member 1410. 
As illustrated in Fig. 12c, an externally threaded connection 1426 of an end portion 1428 of a second 
tubular member 1430 is then positioned around a second end of the tubular sleeve 1 41 8 and threadably 
coupled to the internally threaded connection 141 2 of the end portion 1414 of the first tubular member 
1410. In an exemplary embodiment, the ©eternal flange 1420 of the tubular sleeve 1418 mates with 
and is received within the annular recess 1416 of the end portion 1414 of the first tubular member 
1410, and the external flange of the tubular sleeve is retained in the annular recess by tlie end portion 
1428 of tlie second tubular member 1430. Thus, the tubular sleeve 1416 is coupled to and is 
sunrounded by the internal surfaces of the first and second tubular members, 14 10 and 1430. 
[00139] In an exemplaiy embodiment, the internally threaded connection 1412 of the end portion 
1414 of the first tubular member 1410 is a box connection, and the externally threaded connection 
1426 of the end portion 1428 of the second tubular member 1430 is a pin connection. In an exemplar)^ 
embodiment, the external diameter of the tubular sleeve 141 8 is at least approximately .020" less than 
the inside diameters of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430. In this manner, during 
the threaded coupling of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, fluidic materials within 
the first and second tubular members may be vented fi-om the tubular members. 
[00140] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 12d and 12e. the first and second 
tubular members, 1 4 1 0 and 1 43 0, and the tubular sleeve 1418 may dien be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members. The tapered portions, 1 422 and 1 424, of the tubular sleeve 1418 facilitate the movement of 
the expansion cone 34 through the fnst and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, and the 
movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular members, 
1410 and 1430, may be fi-om top to bottom or fi*om bottom to top. 
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(00141] In an exemplary embodiment, durmg the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, the tubular sleeve 1418 is also radially expanded 
and plastically defonned. In an exemplaiy embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1418 may be 
maintained in circumferential compression and the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1410 and 1430, maybe maintained in circumferential tension. 
100142] In several altemative embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using otlier conventional methods for radially 
expanding and plastically defomiing tubular members such as, for example, internal pressurization 
and/or roller expansion devices. 

[00143] The use of the tubular sleeve 1418 during (a) the coupling of the first tubular member 
1410 to the second tubular member 1430, (b) the placement of the first and second tubular members in 
the structure 32, and (c) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 1418 provides an 
alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of the second tubular member 1430 
to the first tubular member 1410. In this manner, misalignment that, could result in damage to the 
threaded connections, 1412 and 1426, ofthe first and second tubular members, 1410and 1430, may be 
avoided. In addition, during the relative rotation of the second tubular member with respect to the first 
tubular member, required during the threaded coupling ofthe first and second tubular membera, the 
tubular sleeve 1418 provides an indication of to what degree the first and second tubular members are 
threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular sleeve 141 8 can be easily rotated, that would indicate 
that the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, are not fiilly threadably coupled and in 
intimate contact with the internal flange 1 420 of the tubular sleeve. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 
1418 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the firet 
and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, 
longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 1 4 1 4 and 1 428, of the first and second tubular members may be 
limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, the tubular sleeve 1418 
may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between the exterior surface ofthe tubular sleeve and the 
interior surfaces ofthe end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and isecond tubular members. In this 
manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi-om passing through the threaded connections, 1412 and 1426, 
ofthe first and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, into the annulus between the first and second 
tubular members and the structure 32. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, MlOand 1430, the tubular sleeve 1418 
may be maintained in circumferential compression and the end portions, 1414 and 1428, ofthe first 
and second tubular members, 1410 and 1430, may be maintained in circumferential tension, axial loads 
and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1418 
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may also increase the collapse strength of the end portions, 1414 and 1428, of the first and second 
tubular members, 1410 and 1430. 

[00144] Referring to Fig. 13a, an end of a first tubular member 15 1 0 is positioned within and 
coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 1512 having an internal flajige 1514. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end of the first tubular member 1510 abuts one side of the internal flange 1514. As 
illustrated in Fig. 13b, an end of second tubular member 1 516 is then positioned v^ithin and coupled to 
another end of the tubular sleeve 1512. In an exemplary embodiment, the end of the second tubular 
member 1516 abuts another side of the internal flange 1 5 1 4 . In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular 
sleeve 1 5 1 2 is coupled to the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, by 
expanding the tubular sleeve 1512 using heat and then inserting the ends of the first and second tubular 
members into the expanded tubular sleeve 1512. After cooling the tubular sleeve 1 5 12, the tubular 
sleeve is coupled to the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6. 
[00145] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 13c and 1 3d, the first and second 
tubular members, 1510and 1516, and the tubular sleeve 1512 may then be positioned within another 
structure 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through the interiors of tlie first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 through the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 1510and 1516,maybefromtoptobottomorfi'ombottonitotop. 
[00146] In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, the tubular sleeve 1 5 1 2 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodmient, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1512 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 
1516, may be maintained in circumferential compression . 

(00147) The use of the tubular sleeve 1512 during (a) the placement of the first and second tubular 
members, 1510 and 1516, in the structure 32 and (b) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the 
tubular sleeve 1512 may prevent crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation 
ofthe first and second tubular members, 1510and 1516. In this manner, failure modes such as, for 
example, longitudinal cracks in the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516, may 
be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, the tubular sleeve 1512 
may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between die exterior surface ofthe tubular sleeve and the 
interior surfaces ofthe end ofthe first and second tubular members. Furthermore, because, following 
the radial expansion and plastic deformation ofthe first and second tubular members, 1510 and 1516, 
the tubular sleeve 1512 may be maintained in circumferential compression and the ends ofthe first 
and second tubular members, 1 5 1 0 and 1 5 1 6, may be maintained in circumferential tension, axial loads 
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and/or torque loads may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1512 
may also increase the collapse strength of the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 
1510 and 1516. 

[00148] Referring to Fig. 1 4a, a first tubular member 1610 includes a resilient retaining ring 1612 
mounted within an annular recess 1614. As illustrated in Fig. 14b, the end of the first tubular member 
1610 is then inserted into and coupled to an end of a tubular sleeve 1616 including an internal flange 
1618 and annular recesses, 1620 and 1622, positioned on opposite sides of the internal fiange, tapered 
portions, 1624 and 1626, on one end of the tubular sleeve, and tapered portions, 1628 and 1630, on the 
other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 1612 is 
thereby positioned at least partially in the annular recesses, 1 6 1 4 and 1 620, thereby coupling the first 
tubular member 1610 to the tubular sleeve 1616, and the end of the first tubular member 1610 abuts 
one side of the internal flange 1618. During the coupling of the first tubular member 1 6 1 0 to the 
tubular sleeve 1616, the tapered portion 1630 facilitates the radial compression of the resilient retaining 
ring 1612 during the insertion of the first tubular member into tlie tubular sleeve, 
[00149] As illustrated in Fig. 1 4c, an end of a second mbular member 1 632 that includes a resilient 
retaining ring 1634 mounted within an annular recess 1636 is then inserted into and coupled to another 
end of the tubular sleeve 1616. In an exemplary embodiment, the resilient retaining ring 1634 is 
thereby positioned at least partially in the annular recesses, 1636 and 1622, thereby coupling the 
second tubular member 1 632 to the tubular sleeve 1 61 6, and the end of the second tubular member 
1 632 abuts another side of the internal flange 1618. During the coupling of the second tubular member 
1632 to the tubular sleeve 1616, the tapered portion 1626 facilitates the radial compression of the 
resilient retaining ring 1634 during the insertion of the second tubular member into the tubular sleeve. 
(001501 In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Figs. 14d and 14e, tiie first and second 
tubular members, 1610 and 1632, and the tubular sleeve 1616 may then be positioned within another 
stnicture 32 such as, for example, a wellbore, and radially expanded and plastically deformed, for 
example, by moving an expansion cone 34 through tlie interior of the first and second tubular 
members. The movement of the expansion cone 34 thiough the interiors of the first and second tubular 
members, 1 61 0 and 1632, may be from top to bottom or from bottom to top. 
I00151J In an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, the tubular sleeve 1616 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a result, the tubular sleeve 1616 may be 
maintained in circumferential tension and the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1 610 and 
1 632, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 

100152] The use of the tubular sleeve 1616 during (a) the placement of the first and second tubular 
members, 1610 and 1632, in the structure 32, and (b) the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the 
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tubular sleeve 1616 protects the exterior surfaces of the ends of the first and second tubular members, 
1610 and 1632, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 32. In this 
manner, damage to die exterior surfaces of the ends of the first and second tubular member, 161 0 and 
1632, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that could result in a catastrophic failure 
during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the tubular sleeve 1616 may prevent 
crack propagation during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members, 1610 and 1632. In this manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, may be limited in severity or 
eliminated all together. In addition, after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of 
the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, tlie tubular sleeve 1616 may provide a fluid tight 
metal-to-raetal seal between interior surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of die ends 
of the first and second tubular members. Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation ofthe first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632, the tubular sleeve 1616 
may be maintained in circumfwential tension and the ends ofthe first and second tubular members, 
1610 and 1632, may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads 
may be transmitted through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1616 may also increase 
the collapse strength ofthe end portions of the first and second tubular members, 1610 and 1632. 
100153] Referring to Fig. I5a, a first tubular member 1700 defines a passage 1702 anda 
counterbore 1704 at an end portion 1706. The counterbore 1704 includes a tapered shoulder 1708, an 
annular recess 1710,non.tapered internal threads, 1712, and tapered interna! threads 1714. Asecond 
tubular member 1716 that defines a passage 1718 includes a recessed portion 1720 at an end portion 
1 722 that includes a tapered end portion 1724 that is adapted to mate witii the tapered shoulder 1708 of 
die counterbore 1704 of the first tubular member 1700, non-tapered external threads 1726 adapted to 
mate with the non-tapered internal threads 1712 ofthe counterbore ofthe first tubular member, and 
tapered external threads 1 728 adapted to mate with the tapered internal threads 1714 of tlie counterbore 
ofthe first tubular member. A sealing ring 1730 is received witiiin the annular recess 1710 ofthe 
counterbore 1704 ofthe ofthe first tubular member 1700 for fluidicly sealing the interface between the 
counterbore ofthe first tubular member and the recessed portion 1720 ofthe second tubular member 
1716. In an exemplary embodiment, the threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, are left-handed threads 
in order to prevent de-coupling of the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1 71 6, during 
placement of the tubular members within tlie structure 32. In an exemplary embodiment, the sealing 
ring 1 730 is an elastomeric sealing ring. 

100154] A tubular sleeve 1 732 diat defines a passage 1 734 for receiving die end portions, 1 706 and 
1722, ofthe first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, respectively, includes an internal flange 
1736 that mates with and is received within an annular recess 1738 tiiat is defined between an end face 
1740 ofthe end portion ofthe first tubular member and an end face 1742 of the recessed portion 1720 
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of the end portion of the second tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 1732 is coupled to 
the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1716. The tubular sleeve 1 732 further includes first 
and second internal annular recesses, 1744 and 1746, internal tapered flanges, 1748 and 1750, and 
external tapered flanges, 1752 and 1754. 

[00155J Sealing members, 1 756 and 1 758, are received within and mate with the internal annular 
recesses, 1 744 and 1 746, respectively, of the tubular sleeve 1 732 that fluidicly seal tlie interface 
between the tubular sleeve and the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1 7 1 6, respectively. A 
sealing member 1760 is coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve 1732 for fluidicly sealing 
the interface between the tubular sleeve and the interior surface of the preexisting structure 32 
following the radial expansion of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular 
sleeve using the expansion cone 34. In an exemplary embodunent, flie sealing members, 1756 and 
1758, may be, for example, elastomeric or non-elastomeric sealing members fabricated from nitrile, 
viton. Of Teflon J materials. In an exemplary embodiment, the sealirig member 1760 is fabricated from 
an elastomeric material. 

[00156] In. an exemplary embodiment, during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, tlie tubular sleeve 1732 is also radially expanded 
and plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, as a resuh of the radial expansion, the tubular 
sleeve 1 732 may be maintained in circumferential tension and the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the 
first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, may be maintained in circumferential compression. 
Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, during and followmg the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, respectively: (a) tlie sealing 
members, 1756 and 1758, of the tubular sleeve 1732 engage and fluidicly seal the interface between 
the tubular sleeve and the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first mid-second tubular members, (b) 
tlie internal tapered flanges, 1748 and 1750, of the tubular sleeve engage, and couple the tubular sleeve 
to, the end portions of the first and second tubular members, (c) the External tapered flanges, 1752 and 
1754, of tlie tubular sleeve engage, and couple the tubular sleeve to, the structure 32, and (d) the 
sealing member 1 760 engages and fluidicly seals the interface betweien the tubular sleeve and the 
structure. 

[00157] In several exemplary embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using the expansion cone 34 in a conventional manner 
and/or using one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000, (3) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) 
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U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511,941, attorney docket no, 25791 .1 6.02. filed on 2/24/2000, (8) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) 
U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, 
(10) PCX patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/1 8635, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .25.02, filed on 
7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney docket no. 25791.27, 
filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 
2579129, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney 
docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359, attoraey docket no. 25791 .38, filed on 6/19/2000, 
(17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 
1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 
25791.45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19)U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .50, filed on 2^0^001 , (23) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001, 
(24) U.S, provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 
1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, 
filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, attorney docket no. 
25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001, (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .67, filed on 9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/33 1 8,386, attorney docket no. 25791 .67.02, filed on 9/1 0/2001 , (29) U.S. utility patent application 
serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent 
application serial no. 10/016,467, attorney docket no. 25791.70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68, filed on 
12/27/2001 ; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 
25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, attorney 
docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791.108, filed on 6/12/2002; and (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791.90, filed on 6/26/2002, 
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the disclosures of wliich are incorporated herein by reference. 

1001581 In several alternative embodiments, the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1716, 
are radially expanded and plastically deformed using other conventional metliods for radially 
expanding and plastically deforming tubular members such as, for example, internal pressurization 
and/or roller expansion devices such as, for example, that disclosed in U.S. patent application 
publication no. US 2001/0045284 Al, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 
[00159J The use of the tubular sleeve 1732 during (a) the threaded coupling of the first tubular 
member 1700 to the second tubular member 1716, (b) the placement of the fust and second tubular 
members in tlie structure 32, and (c) tlie radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and 
second tubular members provides a number of significant benefits. For example, the tubular sleeve 
1 732 protects the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1700 and 1716, during handling and insertion of the tubular members within the structure 
32. In this manner, damage to the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and 
second tubular member. 1700 and 1716, are prevented that could result in stress concentrations that 
could result in a catastrophic failure during subsequent radial expansion operations. Furthermore, the 
tubular sleeve 1732 provides an alignment guide that facilitates the insertion and threaded coupling of 
the second tubular member 1 7 1 6 to the first tubular member 1 700. Li this manner, misalignment that 
could result in damage to the threaded connections, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of the first and 
second tubular members, 1 700 and 1 716, may be avoided. In addition, during the relative rotation of 
the second tubular member with respect to the ftfst tubular member, required during the threaded 
coupling of the first and second tubular members, the tubular sleeve 1732 provides an indication of to 
w*at degree the first and second tubular members are threadably coupled. For example, if the tubular 
sleeve 1 732 can be easily rotated, that would indicate that the fu^ and second tubular members, 1 700 
and 1 7 1 6, are not fully threadably coupled and in intimate contact with tlie internal flange 1 736 of the 
tubular sleeve. Furthermore, tlie tubular sleeve 1732 may prevent crack propagation during the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 1716. In fliis 
manner, failure modes such as, for example, longitudinal cracks in the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of 
the first and second tubular members may be limited in severity or eliminated all together. In addition, 
after completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular membere, 
1 700 and 1 7 1 6, the tubular sleeve 16 may provide a fluid tight metal-to-metal seal between interior 
surface of the tubular sleeve and the exterior surfaces of the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the fu^ 
and second tubular meanbers. In this manner, fluidic materials are prevented fi-om passing Arough Ae 
threaded connections, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 
1716, into the annulus between the first and second tubular members and the structure 32. 
Furthermore, because, following the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second 
tubular members, 1700 and 1716, 4e tubular sleeve 1732 may be maintained in circumferential 
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tension and the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the fust and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, 
may be maintained in circumferential compression, axial loads and/or torque loads may be transmitted 
through the tubular sleeve. In addition, the tubular sleeve 1 732 may also increase the collapse strength 
of the end portions, 1706 and 1 722, of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716. 
[00160] hi an exemplary experimental implementation, following the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular sleeve 1732, the 
threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, of the end portions, 1706 and 1722, of the first and second 
tubular members were unexpectedly deformed such that a fluidic seal was unexpectedly fonned 
between and among tlie threads of the first and second tubular members. In this manner, a fluid tight 
seal was unexpectedly provided between the first and second tubular member, 1 700 and 1 7 1 6, due to 
the presence of the tubular sleeve 1732 during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the end 
portions, 1 706 and 1 722, of the first and second tubular members. 

[00161] In an exemplary embodiment, the rate and degree of radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the tubular sleeve 1732 are 
adjusted to g^ierate sufficient localized heating to result in amorphous bonding or welding of the 
threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728. As a result, the first and second tubular members, 1 700 and 
1716, may be amorphously bonded resulting a joint between the first and second tubulars tliat Is nearly 
metallurgically homogeneous. 

[00162] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 15c, a metallic foil 1762 of a suitable 
alloy is placed between and among the threads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 1728, and durmg the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members, 1700 and 1716, and the 
tubular sleeve 1732, localized heating of the region proximate the tlireads, 1712, 1714, 1726, and 
1 728, results m amorphous bonding or a brazing joint of the threads. . As a result, the first and second 
tubular members, 1700 and 1716, may be amorphously bonded resulting a joint between the first and 
second tubulars that is nearly metallurgically homogeneous. 

[00163] hi an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 16, a plurality of overlapping weilbore 
casing strings 1 800a- 1 800h, are positioned within a borehole 1 802 that traverees a subteiranean source 
1 804 of geothermal energy. In this manner, geothermal energy may dien be extracted from the 
subterranean source 1804 geothermal energy using conventional methods of extraction. In an 
exemplary embodiment, one or more of the weilbore casing strings 1 800 include one or more of die 
fu-st and second tubular members, 10,28,910, 938, 1010, 1036, 1110, 1128, 1210, 1232, 1310, 1328, 
1410, 1430, 1510, 1516, 1610, 1632, 1700 and/or 1716, tiiat are coupled end-to-end and include one 
or more ofthe tubular sleeves, 16, 1 10, 210, 310,410, 510,610,710,810,918, 1018, 1116, 1216, 
1316, 1418, 1512, 1616 and/or 1732. 

[00164] In an exemplaiy embodiment, the weilbore casing strings, 1 800a- 1 800h, are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed in overlapping fashion within the borehole 1 802. 
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100165) For example, the wellbore casing string 1 800a is positioned within the borehole 1 802 and 
then radially expanded and plastically defonned. The wellbore casing string 1800b is then positioned 
within the borehole 1802 in overlapping relation to the wellbore casing string 1800a and then radially 
expanded and plastically defonned. In this manner, a mono-diameta- wellbore casing may be formed 
that includes the overlapping wellbore casing strings 1800a and 1800b. This process may then be 
repeated for wellbore casing strings 1800c-1800h. As a result, a mono-diameter wellbore casing may 
be produced that extends from a surface location to the source 1804 of geothermal energy in which tlie 
inside diameter of a passage 1806 defined by the interiors of the wellbore casing strings 1800a-1800h 
is constant. In this manner, the geothermal energy from the source 1 804 may be efficiently and 
economically extracted. Furthermore, because variations in the inside diameter of the wellbore casing 
strings 1800 is eliminated by the resulting mono-diameter design, the depth of the borehole 1802 may 
be virtually limitless. As a result, using the teachings of the present exemplary embodiments, sources 
of geothermal energy can now be extracted from depths of over 50,000 feet 
[00166] In several exemplary embodiments, the wellbore casing strings 1 800a-l 800h are radially 
expanded and plastically deformed using the expansion cone 34 using one or more of the methods and 
apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, 
attorney docket no. 25791.03.02, filed on 12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent^application serial no. 09/510,913, 
attorney docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent ^plication serial no. 09/502350, 
attorney docket no. 25791 ,8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, 
attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, 
attorney docket no. 25791 . 1 1 .02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent appUcation serial no. 09/5 11,941, 
attorney docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2^4/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, 
attorney docket no. 25791 .17.02, filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122, 
attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000, (10) PCX patent application serial no. 
PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/1 62,67 1 , attorney docket no. 25791 .27, filed on 1 1/1 /1 999, (12) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, 
(13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 
10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 
25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent applicatbn serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 
docket no. 25791 .37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/212,359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 1 1/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, 
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(20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/233,638, attorney dodcetno. 25791.47, filed on 
9/] 8/2000, (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 
25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney 
docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001, (23) U.S. provisional pateat application serial no. 
60/262.434, attorney docket no. 25791.51. filed on 1/17/2001, (24) U.S, provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/313.453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001, 
(27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/3 1 7,985, attorney docket no. 25791 .67, filed on 
9/6/2001, (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/33 1 8.386, attorney docket no. 
25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001, (29) U.S. utility patent appUcation serial no. 09/969,922. attorney 
docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/016,467. 
attorney docket no. 25791 .70, filed on 12/10/2001; (31) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/343,674, attorney docket no. 25791.68. filed on 12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney docket no 25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. 
provisional patait application serial no. 60/372,048, attorney docket no. 2579 1 .93, filed on 4/1 2/2002; 
(34) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104, filed on 
5/6/2002; (35) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 
25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/387.961, attorney 
docket no. 25791.108, filed on 6/12/2002; and (37)U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/39 1 ,703, attorney docket no. 25791 .90, filed on 6/26/2002, the disclosures of w^hich are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

(00167) Referring to Fig. 1 7a, a first tubular member 1900 defmes a passage 1902 and a 
counterbore 1904 at an end portion 1906. The counterbore 1904 inchides non-tapered internal threads 
1908, and tapered internal threads 1910. A second tubular member 1912 that defmes a passage 1914 
includes a recessed portion 1916 at an end portion 1918 that includes non-t^)«ed external threads 
1920 adapted to mate witii the non-tapered internal threads 1908 of the counterbore of the first tubular 
member, and tapered external threads 1922 adapted to mate with the tapered internal threads 1910 of 
the counterbore of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the threads, 1908, 1 91 0, 
1920, and 1922, are left-handed tlireads in order to prevent de-coupling of the firetand second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, during handling of tubular members. 

[00168J A tubular sleeve 1924 that defines a passage 1 926 for receiving Ae end portions, 1 906 and 
1918, of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, respectively, includes an internal flange 
1928 that mates with and is received within an annular recess 1 930 that is defined between an end face 
1932 of the end portion of the first tubular member and an end face 1934 of the recessed portion 1916 
of the end portion of tlie second tubular member. In this manner, the tubular sleeve 1924 is coupled to 
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tlie first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912. 

(00169) An adjustable expansion cone 1 936 supported by a support member 1 938 may then 
lowered into the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, to a position proximate the vicinity 
of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922. As illustrated in Fig. 17b, The expansion cone 1936 may 
then be controllably increased in size until the outside circumference of the expansion cone engages 
and radially expands and plastically deforms the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 
1 900 and 1912, proximate the expansion cone. Hie expansion cone 1 936 may then be displaced in the 
longitudinal direction 1940 thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the remaining 
portions of the fu^ and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in tlie vicinity of tlie threads, 1908, 
1910, 1920, and 1922. In several exemplary embodiments, the amount of radial expansion ranged 
from less than about one percent to less than about five percent, 

[00170] After completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of tlie portions 1 942 of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of Uie threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 
1922, the expansion cone 1936 may thai be controllably reduced in size until the outside 
circumference of the expansion cone disengages from the portion of the second tubular above the 
portion of the second tubular member in the vicinity of the tlireads. In this manner, only the portions 
1942 of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 
1910, 1920, and 1922, are radially expanded and plastically deformed. 

100171 J In several exemplary embodiments, the portions 1 942 of the first and second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, are radially expanded and 
plastically defonned using one or more of the methods and apparatus disclosed in one or more of the 
following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454,139, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02, filed on 
12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510,913, attorney docket no. 25791 .7.02, filed on 
2/23/2000, (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502,350, attorney docket no. 25791.8.02, filed on 
2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 
1 1/15/1999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460, attorney docket no. 25791.1 1.02, filed 
on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed 
on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1,941, attorney docket no. 25791 .16.02, filed 
on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 25791.17.02, filed 
on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no, 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed 
on 4/26/2000, (10) PCX patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/1 8635, attorney docket no. 
25791 .25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (1 1) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162,671, attorney 
docket no. 25791.27, filed on 1 1/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/159,082, attorney docket no. 25791 .34, filed on 10/12/1999, (14) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. 
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provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033. attorney docket no. 25791.37, filed on 
10/12/1999, (16) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212,359. attorney docket no. 
25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165.228. attorney 
docket no. 25791.39, filed on 1 1/12/1999. (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/22 1 .443. attorney docket no. 25791 .45. filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000. (20) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/233.638. attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000. (21) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334. attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000. 
(22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50. filed on 
2/20/2001. (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney docket no. 
25791.51 , filed on 1/1 7/2001. (24) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney 
docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001, (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740. 
attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001. (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no'. 
60/313.453. attorney docket no. 25791.59. filed on 8/20/2001. (27) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60^17,985. attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/20Q1, (28) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/3318,386. attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001. (29) U.S. 
utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, (30) 
U.S. utility patent application serial no. 10/01 6,467, attorney docket no. 25791 .70. filed on 

12/10/2001;(31)U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/343.674, attorney docket no. 
25791.68, filed on 12/27/2001; (32) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/346,309, attorney 
docket no 25791.92, filed on 1/7/2002; (33) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/372,048, 
attorney docket no. 25791.93, filed on 4/12/2002; (34) U.S. provisional patent applicatfon serial no. ' 
60/380,147, attorney docket no. 25791.104. filed on 5/6/2002; (35) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/387,486, attorney docket no. 25791.107, filed on 6/10/2002; (36) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/387,961, attorney docket no. 25791 .108, filed on 6/12/2002; and (37) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/391,703, attorney docket no. 25791.90, filed on 6/26/2002, 
llie disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

100172] As illustrated in Fig. 17c, in an exemplary experimental ipiplemenlation, prior to the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the portions 1942 of the first and second tubular members, 1900 
and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920. and 1 922. a variable gap 1944 is typically 
present between the threads. 1908 and 1920. and 191 0 and 1922. that may permit fluidic materials to 
pass there through. The gap 1944 may be present, for example, in the radial, longitudinal and/or 
circumferential directions. The leakage of fluidic materials ttirough the gap 1944 can cause serious 
problems, for example, in the extraction of subterranean fluids during oil or gas exploration and 
production operations, during the transport of hydrocarijons using underground pipelines, during the 
transport of pressurized fluids in a chemical processing plant, or withm the heat exchanger tubes of a 
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power plant. 

(00173] In an exemplary experimental implementation, as illustrated in Fig. 17d, following the 
radial expansion and plastic deformation of tlie portion 1942 of the first and second tubular members, 
1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, the gap 1944 between the 
threads was unexpectedly eliminated thereby creating a fluid tight seal. As a result a fluid tight seal 
may be provided within the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, of the first and second tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, without an elastomeric, or otlier conventional, sealing element present 
[00174] Furthemiore, in an exemplary experhnental implementation, following the radial 
expansion and plastic deformation of the portions 1 942 of the first aid second tubular members, 1 900 
and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922, a fluid tight seal was also created 
between the interior circumference of the tubular sleeve 1924 and the exterior circumferences of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912. 

(00175) Thus, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments of Figs. 1 7a-l 7d may also be 
used to provide a fluid tight seal between the first and second tubular members, 10, 28, 910, 938, 1010, 
1036, 1110, 1128, 1210, 1232, 1310, 1328, 1410, 1430, 1510, 1516, 1610, 1632, 1700 and/or 1716, 
that are coupled end-to-end and include one or more of the tubular sleeves, 1 6, 1 1 0, 21 0, 3 1 0, 4 1 0, 
510, 610, 710, 810, 918, 1018, 1116, 1216, 1316, 1418, 1512, 1616 and/or 1732. A fluid tight seal 
may tliereby be formed within d)e threaded connection between the adjacent tubular members and/or 
between the tubular sleeve and the adjacent tubular members. 

[00176] More generally, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be used to solve 
the problem of providing a fluid tight seal between all types of tubular members such as, for example, 
wellbore casings, pipes, underground pipelines, piping used in the transport of pressurized fluids in a 
chemical processing plant, or within the heat exchanger tubes of a power plant 
[00177] Furthennore, die teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be used to solve 
the problem of providing a fluid tight seal between all types of tubular members such as, for example, 
wellbore casings, chemical processing pipes and undei^und pipelines, without having to radially 
expand and plastically deform the entire length of the tubular membbrs. Instead, only those portions of 
the tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve provided adjacent to the joint between the tubular 
members needs to be radially expanded and plastically deformed. Furthermore, in an exemplary 
embodiment, the amount of radial expansion and plastic deformation ranged from less than about one 
percent to less than about five percent As a result, tlie amount of time and resources typically needed 
to perform the radial expansion and plastic deformation is economical. 

[00178] More generally, the teachings of the exemplary embodiments may be used to provide an 
inexpensive and reliable fluid tight seal between tubular members. In this manner, expensive and 
unreliable methods of providing a fluid tight seal between tubular members such as, for example, those 
methods utilized in the chemical processing industries and in power plant heat exchangers may be 
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replaced with the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments. 

[00179) Furthermore, the teachings of the exemplary embodiments provide a method of radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the ends of adjacent coupled tubular members in which the 
freedom of movement of the adjacent ends of the coupled tubular members is constrained by the 
presence of the tubular sleeve. As a result, during the subsequent radial expansion process, the 
adjacent ends of tlie coupled tubular members are compressed into the plastic region of tlie stress-strain 
curve. Consequently, the material of the adjacent ends of the coupled tubular members such as, for 
example, the internal and external threads, flow into and fill any gaps or voids that may have existed 
within the junction of the coupled tubular members thereby providing a fluid tight seal. The creation 
of the fluid tight seal within the junction of the adjacent tubular members was an unexpected result that 
was discovered during experimental analysis and testing of the present exemplary embodiments. In 
fact, also unexpectedly, during a further exemplary analysis and testing of tlie present exemplary 
embodiments, a fluid tight seal was maintained within the junction between two adjacent tubulars 
despite being bent over 60 degrees relative to one another. 

100180] Thus the present exemplary embodiments will eliminate the need for expensive high 
precision threaded connection for tubular members in order to provide a fluid tiglit seal. Instead, a 
fluid tight seal can now be provided using a combination of less expensive conventional threaded 
connection and a tubular sleeve that are then radially expanded to provide a fluid tight seal. Thus, the 
commercial application of the present exemplary embodiments will dramatically reduce the cost of oil 
and gas exploration and production. Furthermore, the teachings of the present exemplary embodiments 
can be extended to provide a fluid tight seal between adjacent tubular members in other applications 
such as, for example, underground pipelines, piping in chemical processing plants, and piping in power 
plants, in which conventional, inexpensive, piping witii conventional threaded connections can be 
coupled together witli a tubular sleeve and then radially expanded to provide an inexpensive and 
reliable fluid tight seal between the adjacent pipe sections. 

[00181] Referring to Figs. ISa and 1 8b, in an ahemative embodiment, a conventional rotary 
expansion tool 2000 may then lowered into the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, to a 
position proximate the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 1922. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the rotary expansion tool 2000 may be, for example, a rotary expansion tool as disclosed 
in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2001/0045284, published on November 29, 2001, the 
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference. 

[00182] As illustrated in Fig. 1 8b, The rotary expansion tool 2000 may then be controllably 
increased in size and operated until the outside circumference of the rotary expansion tool engages and 
radially expands and plastically deforms the end portions of the first and second tubular members, 
1900 and 1912, proximate the expansion cone. The rotary expansion tool 2000 may then be displaced 
in the longitudinal direction 2002 thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the remaining 
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portions of the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 
1910, 1920, and 1922. In an exemplary embodiment, the amount of radial expansion is less than about 
five percent After completing the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the portion 1942 of the 
first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of tlie threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, and 
1922, the rotary expansion tool 2000 may then be controllably reduced in size until the outside 
circumference of the expansion cone disengages from the portion of the second tubular above the 
portion of the second tubular member in the vicinity of the threads. In this manner, only the portions of 
tlie first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, in the vicinity of the threads, 1908, 1910, 1920, 
and 1922, are radially expanded and plastically deformed. 

[00183] More generally still, as illustrated in Fig. 19, the teachings of the present exemplary 
embodiments provide a method 2100 of providing a fluid tight seal between a pan- of adjacent tubular 
members in which the location of a fluid leak may be detected in the junction between a pair of 
adjacent tubular members in step 2102. In an exemplary embodiment, in step 2102, a pressurized fluid 
may be injected through the adjacent coupled tubular members and the amount, if any, of any fluid 
leakage through the junctions between the adjacent tubular members monitored. 
[00184] If the amount of fluid leakage through the junctions of the adjacent tubular members 
exceeds a predetermined amount, then a tubular sleeve may then be coupled to and overlapping the 
junction between tlie adjacent tubular members in step 2104. And, finally, in step 2106, the portions 
of the tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve may then be radially expanded. In this manner, a 
cost efficient and reliable method for repairing leaks in the junctions between adjacent tubular 
members may be provided. 

[00185] Referring to Fig. 20, in an exemplary embodiment, after radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, an 
energy source 2202 may be operably coupled to the second tubular member. The energy source 2202 
may include, for example, a source of electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy. A controller 2204 
may also be operably coupled to the energy source 2202 for controlling the operation of the energy 
source. In an exemplary embodiment, the fu^st and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the 
tubular sleeve 1924 are positioned within a borehole 2206 that traverses a subterranean formation 
2208, and the energy source 2202 and the controller 2204 are positioned on the surface. 
[00186] During operation, electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy may then be transmitted 
through the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, using the 
energy source 2202 and controller 2204. In an exemplary embodiment, the first tubular member 1900 
may be operably coupled to an earth ground 2206 such as, for example, a subterranean fomiation. In 
this manner, the transmission of electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy through the tubular 
members, 1900 and 1912, and the tubular sleeve 1924, may be enhanced. The enhanced coupling of 
the first and second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, provided by the addition of the tubular sleeve 
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1924 during the radial expansion process, provides a enhanced conductive pathway for electrical, 
thermal, and/or acoustic energy. 

[00187] In an exemplary embodiment, the transmitted electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy 
may be used, for example, to transmit conununtcation signals to downhole tools, heat the first and 
second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and tubular sleeve 1924, and/or to inject energy into the 
surrounding subterranean formation. In this manner, information may be transmitted through the 
tubular members, 1900 and 1912, and tubular sleeve 1924 to downhole tools. As will be recognized 
by persons having ordinary skill in the art, the transmission of an electrical current through the first and 
second tubular members, 1900 and 1912, will cause resistance heating of the tubular members. In this 
manner, the surrounding subterranean formation may be heated to tliereby facilitate the extraction and 
recovery of hyd rocarbon s. 

[00188] More generally, the teachings of the exemplary embodiment of Fig, 20 may be applied to 
one or more of the teachings of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la- 19 in order to transmit 
electrical, acoustic, and/or thermal energy through the corresponding radially expanded and plastically 
deformed tubular members and sleeves. In particular, the enhanced coupling of the tubular members 
of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19, provided by the additicai of the corresponding tubular 
sleeves during the radial expansion process, provides an enhanced conductive pathway for the 
transmission of electrical, thermal and/or acoustic energy through the radially expanded tubular 
members. 

[00189] More generally still, the teachings of Fig. 20 may applied) to the one or more of the 
teachings of the exemplaiy embodiments of Figs, la-19 in order to transmit electrical, acoustic, and/or 
tliermal ener^ througli the corresponding tubular members and sleeves, prior to the radial expansion 
and plastic deformation of the tubular members and sleeves. In particular, the enhanced coupling of 
the tubular members of the exemplary embodiments of Figs, la-19, provided by the addition of the 
corresponding tubular sleeves, prior to the radial expansion process, provides an enhanced conductive 
pathway for the transmission of electrical, thermal and/or acoustic enei^ througli the radially 
expanded tubular members. 

|00190] A metliod of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has been described that includes inserting an end of the first tubular member 
into an end of a tubular sleeve having an internal flange into abutment with the internal flange, 
inserting an end of the second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve, threadably 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member withm the tubular sleeve until both ends of 
the first and second tubular members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve, and displacing an 
expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at one end 
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of tlie tubular sleeve. Id an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes one or more 
sealing members for sealing the inter&ce between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment^ the method further includes placing the tubular members in 
another structure, and displacing the expansion cone througli the interiors of the first and second 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding the 
tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes sealing an annuius between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the other structure comprises a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure comprises a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further 
comprises a sealing element coupled to the exterior of tlie tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non- 
metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes breaking the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. 
[00191] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that includes inserting an end of the first tubular 
member into an end of a tubular sleeve, coupling the end of the tubular sleeve to the end of the first 
tubular member, inserting an end of the second tubular member into anotlier end of the tubular sleeve, 
thieadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member within the tubular sleeve, coupling 
the other end of the tubular sleeve to the end of the second tubular member, and displacing an 
expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 
members includes coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 
members using locking rings. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to 
the ends of the first and second tubular members using locking rings includes wedging the locking 
rings between the ends of the tubular sleeve and the ends of the first and second tubular members. In 
an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second 
tubular members using locking rings includes afRxing the locking rings to the ends of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment the locking rings are resilient. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the lockmg rings are elastomeric. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the 
ends of the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members mcludes crimping the 
ends of tlie tubular sleeve onto the ends of the first and second tubukr members. In an exemplary 
embodiment the tubular sleeve further includes one or more sealing members for sealing the interface 
between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes placing the tubular members in another structure, and displacing the expansion 
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cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve 
and the other structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve fiirtlier includes a sealing element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
is non-metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes 
breaking the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more 
longitudinal slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial 
passages. 

100192] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that includes inserting an end of a tubular sleeve 
having an extemal flange into an end of the first tubular member until the external flange abuts the end 
of the first tubular member, inserting the otlier end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a second tubular 
member, threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member within the tubular sleeve 
until both ends of the first and second tubular members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve, 
and displacing an expansion cone through the interiors of the first and second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary ^bodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at 
one end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, tlie tubular sleeve fiirdier includes one or 
more sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placmg the tubular 
members in another structure, and displacing the expansion cone through the interiors of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the other stnicture comprises a wellbore. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. In an exemplary 
embodiment, tlie tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non- 
metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes breaking the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. 
{00193] A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming a first tubular member and a 
second tubular member has also been described that includes inserting an end of the first tubular 
member into an end of a tubular sleeve having an internal flange into abutment with the intemal flange, 
inserting an end of the second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve into abutment 

45 



wo 2IMM/010(I39 



PCT/11S2003/OI9993 



with the interoal flange, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member to the tubular sleeve» 
and displacing an expansion cone through the interiors of the fu^st anc) second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is popitioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at 
one end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one 
or more sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular 
members in another structure, and displacing the expansion cone through the interiors of the first and 
second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes radially 
expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing element coupled to the exterior of tiie tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular 
sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, tlie tubular sleeve is ceramic. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes breaking the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal slots. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular mmber to the tubular sleeve includes heating the 
tubular sleeve and inserting the ends of the first and second tubular members into the tubular sleeve. In 
an exemplary embodiment, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular member to the tubular 
sleeve includes coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first anfl second tubular members using a 
locking ring. 

[001941 ^ method has been described that includes coupling an end of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of tlie tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, and radially expanding and 
plasticaUy deforming the fu-st tubular member and the second tubular member. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an internal flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the 
end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end of the first 
tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. In an 
exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular 
sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve 
into abutment with the internal flange, hi an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular 
member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. In an 
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exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve bcludes inserting the end 
of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular member until the end of the first tubular member 
abuts the external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
the end of the second tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end 
of the tubular sleeve includes inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 
tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the extemal flange. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes 
inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the tubular sleeve. 
In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the otiier end of the 
tubular sleeve includes inserting another retaining ring between tiie end of the second tubular member 
and the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular m^ber to the otlier end of the tubular sleeve includes inserting a retaining ring between the 
end of the first tubular member and the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the retailiing ring and the other retaining 
ring are resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes 
deforming the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes deforming the other end of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end 
of the tubular sleeve includes deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end [of the tubular sleeve includes 
coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodunent, 
coupling the end of the second tubular member to die other end of the tubular sleeve includes coupling 
another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling tlie end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes coupling 
a retaining ring to the end of tlie second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining 
ring is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining rmg is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve includes heating the end of 
the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve. 
In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve includes heating the other end of the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the second 
tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling die 
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end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve includes heating the other end 
of the tubular sleeve, and inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end 
of the tubular sleeve inchides inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve, and latching the end of the first tubular member to flie end of the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of tiie tubular 
sleeve includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into t|ie end of the tubular sleeve, and 
latchmg the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the? tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embod'mient, coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve 
includes inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve, and latching 
the end of tlie second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing members for sealing the 
interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular members in another structure, and then 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes radially expanding the tubular sleeve into 
engagement with the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the metliod further includes sealing an 
annulus between the tubular sleeve and tlae other structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodnnent, the other struoture is a wellbore casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a sealmg element coupled to die exterior of 
the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodnnent, the tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is 
plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is ceramic, i In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes breaking the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
includes one or more longitudinal slots. In an exemplary mbodimeot, die tubular sleeve includes one 
or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deforming 
the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve includes displacing an 
expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deformmg the first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the tubular sleeve includes applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and 
second tubular member using a rotatuig member. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method 
further includes welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first and second tubular 
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members during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential 
tension, placing the end of the fu^t tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the 
end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression, placing the end of 
the first tubular member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular member 
in circumferential tension. In an exemplary embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deforming 
the first tubular member and the second tubular member includes radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second members proximate the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the first 
tubular member includes internal threads, and the second tubular member includes extemal threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, radially 
expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member includes 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of die first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
method further includes providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes providing a fluid tight seal 
between tiie tubular sleeve and at least one of die first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, tbe first and second tubular members are wellbore casings. In an exemplary embodiment, 
die first and second tubular members are pipes. 

100195] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of a first tubular member into 
an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange, inserting an end of a second tubular 
member into anotiier end of the tubular sleeve into abutment the internal flange, threadably coupling 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension, 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the end of the 
second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

[00196] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an 
extemal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of the tubular sleeve 
into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the first tubular member abuts witli the extemal 
flange, inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until tlie 
end of the second tubular member abuts the extemal flange, threadably coupling the ends of the first 
and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member 
and tlie second tubular member, placing tlie tubular sleeve in circumferential compression, placing the 

49 



wo 2UIM/01INI39 



PCT/llS2O03/O195>93 



end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular 
member in circumferential tension. 

[001971 A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an internal 
flange positioned betw^een the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of a first tubular member into 
an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange, inserting an end of a second tubular 
member into another end of the tubular sleeve into abutmwit tlie internal flange, threadably coupling 
the ends of the first and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first 
and second tubular members, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension, placing the end of 
the first tubular member in circumferential compression, and placing the end of the second tubular 
member in circumferential compression. 

[00198] A method has been described that includes providing a tubular sleeve including an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, inserting an end of the tubular sleeve 
into an end of a first tubular member until the end of the fu*st tubular member abuts witii the external 
flange, inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange, threadably coupling the ends of the first 
and second tubular members, radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 
tubular member and Ae second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 
members, placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression, placing the end of the first tubular 
member in circumferential tension, and placing the end of the second tubular member in 
circumferential tension. 

[00199] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve, a first tubular member 
coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve, and a second tubular member coupled to another end of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodunent, the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end 
portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, and the end portion of the second 
tubular member is in circumferential compression. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is 
in circumferential compression, the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential 
tension, and the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an internal flange. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the end portion of the first tubular member is received within an end of the tubular sleeve, and the end 
portion of the second tubular member is received within another end of the tubular sleeve. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the first and second tubular members abut the internal 
flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portion of the fu-st tubular member 
is received within an end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the 
first and second tubular members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end portion of the second tubular member is received witliin an end of the tubular 
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sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the first and second tubular members abut 
the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the internal flange of the 
tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, h} an exemplary embodiment, the 
internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes an external flange. In an exemplary embodiment, an end 
portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the first tubular member; and another end portion of the 
tubular sleeve is received within the end portion of the second tubular member. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the end portions of the first and second tubular members abut the external flange of the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within 
the end portion of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, tlie end portions of the first 
and second tubular members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, an end portion of die tubular sleeve is received within tbe end portion of the second 
tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the end portions of the first and second tubular 
membm abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. In an exempli embodiment, the external 
flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further comprises one qr more sealing members for 
sealing the int^ace between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a retaining ring positioned between the end of 
tlie first tubular member and the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 
further includes another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and 
tbe other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a 
retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the tubular 
sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the 
retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring 
is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the end of the tubular sleeve is deformed onto the end of the 
first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the otlier end of the tubular sleeve is deformed 
onto the end of the second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the otlier end of the tubular 
sleeve is deformed onto the end of tlie second tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, tlie 
apparatus further includes a retaining ring coupled to the end of tlie first tubular member for retaining 
the tubular sleeve onto the end of the first tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
apparatus further includes another retaining ring coupled to the end of tlie second tubular member for 
retaining the other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second 
tubular member for retaining the otlier end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular 
member. In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining ring is resilient In an exemplary embodiment, 
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the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient In an exemplary embodiment, the retaining 
ring is resilient. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further iiwludes a locking ring for 
coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the apparatus further includes another locking rmg for coupling the end of the second 
tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 
further includes a locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of 
the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus furthar includes a structure for 
receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve, and the tubular sleeve contacts 
the interior surface of the structure. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing member for fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and the structure. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the other structure is a wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the other 
structure is a wellbore casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve further includes a 
sealing element coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular sleeve is metallic. In an exemplary anbodiment, the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is plastic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve 
is ceramic. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular sleeve is frangftle. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal slots. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and 
second tubular members are amorphously bonded. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second 
tubular members are welded. In an exemplary embodiment, the inteinal threads of the fu^ tubular 
member and the internal threads of the second tubular member together provide a fluid tight seal. In an 
exemplary embodiment, only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the 
tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodunent, a fluid tight seal is provided 
between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the fu^t tubular member includes internal threads; and wherein the second tubular 
member includes external threads that engage the internal threads of the furst tubular member. In an 
exemplary embodiment, only tlie portions of the first and second members proximate the threads of the 
fust and second tubular members are plastically deformed. In an exemplary embodiment, a fluid tight 
seal is provided between the threads of the fost and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 
second tubular members. 

[00200] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve including an internal flange 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a fu^ tubular member received within an end of the 
tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular 
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sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression, 
and the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 
100201] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an external 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of 
the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises 
external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, the fust tubular member is in circumferential tension, and the second 
tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

[00202] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end 
of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second 
tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange 
that comprises external threads that engage the internal tlireads of the first tubular member. The 
tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension, the end of first tubular meinber is in circumferential 
compression, the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal 
is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first andj second tubular members, and a 
fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 
[00203] An apparatus has been described that includes a tubular sleeve comprising an external 
flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of 
the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange that comprises interna] threads, and a second tubular 
member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises 
external threads that engage the intmial threads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, the first tubular member is in circumferential tension, the second tubular 
member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at 
least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the fu-st and second tubular members. 

[002041 A method of extracting geothermal energy fi-om a subterranean source of geothennal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string witliin the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing strings. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
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constant In an exemplary embodiment, at least one of the first and second casing strings includes a 
tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 
threads at an end portion, and a second tubular member coupled to anpther end of the tubular sleeve 
comprising external threads at an end portion that ^gage the internal jthreads of the end portion of the 
first tubular member. 

[00205] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverees the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geotherrpal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, racially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing snings. the interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings i3 constant, and at least one of the 
first and second casing strings includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received withm an end of the tubular 
sleeve in abutment with the intenial flange that comprises internal thirds, and a second tubular 
member received witliin another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00206] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that travQrses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positionmg a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole tiiat traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within tlie borehole, and extracting geodiermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first and second casing strings. The interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least one of the 
first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve 
that abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular member that receives 
another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the fost tubular member, 

[00207] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
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plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within tlie borehole, and extracting geothermal energy from the 
subterranean source of geothermal energy using tlie first and second casing strings. The interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least one of the 
first and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member receiv^ witliin an end of the tubular 
sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. The tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential tension, the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, the 
second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal is provided between the 
tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is 
provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

100208] A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geodiermal 
energy has been described that includes drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothennal energy, positioning a first casing string within the borehole, radially expanding and 
plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole, positioning a second casing string 
within the bordiole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, overlapping a portion 
of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string, radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the second casing string within the borehole, and extracting geothennal energy from the 
subterranean source of geotliermal energy using the first and second casing strings. The interior 
diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and wherein at least 
one of the first and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve coquprising an external flange 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives an end of the 
tubular sleeve tliat abuts eternal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular member 
that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that comprises external 
threads that engage the internal tlireads of the first tubular member. The tubular sleeve is in 
circumferential compression, the first tubular memb«* is in circumferential tension, the second tubular 
member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided b^een the tubular sleeve and at 
least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the first and second tubular members. 

[00209] An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy', a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing positioned within tlie 
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borehole that overlaps with the first casing string that traverses the subterranean source of geothemial 
energy. The first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and plastically 
defomed within the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, the interior diameter of a passage defined 
by the first and second casing strings is constant. In an exemplary embodiment, at least one of the first 
and second casing strings include a tubular sleeve, a first tubular member coupled to an end of the 
tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an end portion, and a second tubular member coupled to 
another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external threads at an end portion that engage the internal 
tlireads of the end portion of the first tubular member. 

[002101 An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, a second casing string within the borehole 
that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing strmg. 
The first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed within the borehole, 
the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and at least 
one of the first and second casing strings includes a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange 
positioned between tlie ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular m^ber received within an end of the 
tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads, and a second tubular 
member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with die internal flange tliat 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00211] An apparatus for extracting geothennal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, a 
first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a second casing string positioned within the 
borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothennal energy that overlaps with the first casing 
string. The interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an 
external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives 
an end of the tubular sleeve Aat abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second 
tubular member tliat receives another end of tiie tubular sleeve that abuts the external flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
[00212] An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geotliermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a sectond casing string within the 
borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothennal energy that overlaps with the first casing 
string. The first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically defomied within the 
borehole. The inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is constant, 
and at least one of tlie first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an internal 
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flange positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve, a first tubular member received within an end 
of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange tliat comprises internal threads, a second 
tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the internal flange 
that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first tubular member, the tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential tension, the first tubular member is in circumferential compression, the 
second tubular member is in circumferential compression, a fluid tight seal is provided between the 
tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tight seal is 
provided between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

[002131 An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy fi^m a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy has been described that includes a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, a first casing string positioned within the borehole, and a secopd casing string positioned 
within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothem^al enei^gy Aat overlaps with the 
first casing string. The interior diameter of a passage defined by the flrst and second casing strings is 
constant, and at least one of the first and second casing strings include: a tubular sleeve comprising an 
external flange positioned between the ends of die tubular sleeve, a first tubular member that receives 
an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external flange that comprises internal threads, and a second 
tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the eternal flange that 
comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first|tubular member. The tubular 
sleeve is in circumferential compression, the first tubular member is in cm^mferential tension, the 
second tubular member is in circumferential tension, a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members, and a fluid tiglit seal is provided 
between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

100214] A method has been described that includes coupling an epd of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members, injecting a pressurized fluid through 
the first and second tubular members, determining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the 
coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, and if a predetermined amount of the 
pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, then 
coupling a tubular sleeve to tlie ends of the first and second tubular members and radially expanding 
and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the 
tubular sleeve. In an exemplary embodiment, radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve includes displacing an 
expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, radially expanding and plastically defwrning only the portions of the first and second 
tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve includes applying radial pressure to tiie interior surfaces 
of the first and second tubular member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 

57 



wo mm\mm 



PCT/US2003/0 19993 



[00215] A method has been described that includes coupling an end of a first tubular member to an 
end of a tubular sleeve, coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of tlie tubular 
sleeve, coupling the ends'of the first and second tubular members, racUally expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member, and transmitting energy through 
the first and second tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is electrical energy. In 
an exemplary embodimrait, the electrical energy is a conununication signal. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the energy is thermal energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is acoustic 
energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is transmitted through Ae first and second tubular 
members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular members. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is transmitted through the first and second tubular members 
after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular members. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further includes placing the tubular members in anotlier structure, 
then radially expanding the tubular members, and transmitting energy through the first and second 
tubular members. 

[00216] A system has been described that includes a source of eneigy, a borehole formed in the 
earth, a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source of energy, a 
second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular member, and a 
tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular members. The 
first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed into 
engagement with one another. In an exemplaiy embodiment, the source of energy is a source of 
electrical energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the source ofenergy is a source of thermal energy. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the source of energy is a source of acoustic energy. 
(00217] A method of operating a well for extracting hydrocarbons from a subterranean formation 
has been described that includes drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subterranean 
formation, positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole, transmitting energy tlirougii the wellbore 
casing, and extracting hydrocarbons from the subterranean formation. The wellbore casing includes a 
firet tubular member, a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular member, and a tubular 
sleeve coupled to tiie first and second tubular member. The first tubular member, the second tubular 
member, and the tubular sleeve are plastically defomied into engagement with one another. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the energy is electrical energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is 
thermal energy. In an exemplary embodiment, the energy is acoustic energy. 
[00218) It is understood that variations may be made in the foregoing without departing from the 
scope of tlie invention. For example, the teachings of the present illustrative embodiments may be 
used to provide a wellbore casing, a pipeline, or a structural support. Furthermore, the elements and 
teachings of the various illustrative embodiments may be combined in whole or in part in some or all of 
the illustrative embodiments. 
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[00219] Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shovm and described, a 
wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated in the foregoing disclosure, hi 
some instances, some features of the present invention may be employed without a corresponding use 
of the other features. Accordingly, it is appropriate tliat the appended claims be construed broadly and 
in a manner consistent witli the scope of the invention. 
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Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method, comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular sleeve; 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; and 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and the second tubular 
member. 

2. Tlie method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into abutment 
with the internal flange. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the otiier 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
abutment with the internal flange. 

5 . The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve into 
abutment witli the internal flange. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of tlie first tubular member to tlie end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the tubular sleeve into die end of the first tubular member until the end of 
the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to die other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of die tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular member until tlie 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second mbular member until the 
end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 
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1 0. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting anotlier retaining ring between the end of the second! tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the secoinl tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting a retainmg ring between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 3 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

14. The method of clahn 1 1 , wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. 

1 5. The method of claim 12, who-ein the retaining ring is resilient 

1 6. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of flie first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

defomiing the end of the tubular sleeve. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. 

20. The method of claim 1 9, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to tiie other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling another retaining ring to the end of tlie second tubular member. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular mepber. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherem the retaining ring is resilient. 

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. 

24. Tlie metliod of claim 21, wherem the retaining ring is resiliept. 
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25. The method of claim 1 , whwein coupling tlie end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into tlie end of the tubular sleeve. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

27. The method of claim 1 , v^herein coupling the end of the second tubular member to tlie other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the oflier end of the tubular sleeve. 

28. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the 
tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to tiie other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of tlie tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

30. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

3 1 . Tlie method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealing 
members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. 

32. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
placing the tubular memb^ in another structure; and 

then radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 
tubular member. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

34. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

sealing an annulus between tlie tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

35. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

36. The method of claun 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

62 



WO2«M/«l«039 PCT/IIS2(M>3/(I199W 

37. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing element coupled 
to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 

38. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

39. The metliod of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

40. The metliod of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

41. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

42. The method of claim 1, forther comprising: 
breaking the tubular sleeve. 

43. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal slots. 

44. The method of claim 1» wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial passages. 

45. The method of claim I, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the fu^t tubular 
member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. 

46. The method of claim I, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprise^: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular member using a 
rotating member. 

47. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and 
plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

48. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

49. Tlie method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first and second tubular 
members during the radial expansion and plastic defonnation of the first and second 
tubular members. 

50. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
placing tiie tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

5 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing tlie end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

52. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular 
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member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the tubular sleeve. 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second 
tubular members. 

54. The method of claim 1, wherein tlie first tubular member comprises internal threads; and 
wherein the second tubular member comprises external tlireads that engage the internal threads of the 
fu*st tubular member. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein radially expanding and plastically deformmg the first tubular 
member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

56. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular members. 

57. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and second 
tubular members. 

58. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second tubular members comprise wellbore 
casings. 

59. The method of claun 1, wherein the first and second tubular members comprise pipes. 

60. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with 
the internal flange; 

inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and the second tubular 

member, 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the fu^st tubular member in circumfwential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

61. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
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tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubjular member until the end of the 

first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 

end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the fu*st tubular member and tlie second tubular 

member; 

placing tlie tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

62. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into abutment with 
the internal flange; 

inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portioas of the first tubular member and 

the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 

members; 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of tiie first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of Ae second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

63. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the end of tlie 

first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member until the 

end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the fiist and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular member and 

the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 

members; 
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placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

64. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first tubular 
member. 

65. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein tlie tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 

wherein Ae end portion of Ae first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 

wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

67. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein Ae tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

68. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the fir$t tubular member is received 
within an end of the tubular sleeve; and wherein fte end portion of the second tubular member is 
received within another end of the tubular sleeve. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

70. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is received 
Within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

71. The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

72. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is received 
within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

73. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

74. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of th^ tubular sleeve is positioned 
between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

75. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

76. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

77. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
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first tubular member; and wherein another end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the end 
portion of the second tubular member. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the end portions of the fu^t and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

79. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
end portion of the first tubular member. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, wherein tiie end portions of the first and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

8 1 . The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received within the 
end portion of the second tubular member. 

82. The apparatus of claim 81, wherein the end portions of the finst and second tubular members 
abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

83. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of die tubular sleeve is positioned 
between Ae ends of the tubular sleeve. 

84. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is positioned at an 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

85. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more sealfaig 
members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the tubular members. 

86. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

87. The apparatus of claim 86, further comprising: 

another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

88. Tlie apparatus of claun 64, forther comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

89. The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the retaining ring is resilfent. 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. 

91 . The apparatus of claim 88, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

92. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the end of the tubular sleeve is deformed onto tlie end of 
the first tubular member. 

93. The apparatus of claim 92, wherein the other end of the tubular sleeve is deformed onto the 
end of the second tubular member. 

94. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the other end of the tubidar sleeve is deformed onto the 
end of the second tubular member. 
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95. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the first tubular member for retaining the tubular sleeve 
onto the end of the first tubular member. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, further comprising: 

another retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the other 
end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

97. The apparatus of claim 64, furtiier comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the other end of 
the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

98. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

99. The apparatus of claim 96, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are resilient. 

1 00. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

101. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the first tubular memb^ to the end of flie tubular sleeve. 

102. The apparatus of claim 101 , further comprising: 

another locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 03 . The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of tfie second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

1 04. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a structure for receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve; 
wherein the tubular sleeve contacts the interior surface of tho structure. 

105. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises: 

a sealing member for fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and the 
structure. 

1 06. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure conqirises a wellbore. 

1 07. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

1 08. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing element 
coupled to tlie exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. 

109. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

110. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

111. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

1 12. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

113. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is frangible. 

1 1 4. The apparatus of claim 64, wherem the tubular sleeve comprises one or more longitudinal 
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1 1 5. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more radial passages. 

1 1 6. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are amorphously 
bonded. 

1 1 7. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are welded. 

118. The ap|>aratus of claim 64, wherein only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. 

119. The apparatus of claim 118, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve 
and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

120. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first tubular member comprises mtemal threads; and 
wherem the second tubular member comprises external threads diat engage tlie internal tlireads of the 
first tubular member. 

121. The apparatus of claim 1 20, wherein only the portions of the first and second members 
proximate the threads of tlie first and second tubular members are plastically deformed. 

1 22. Tlie apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the 
first and second tubular members. 

123. The apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve 
and at least one of the fu^t and second tubular members. 

1 24. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with die 

internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange tliat comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of 

the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein tlie end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

125. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange 

that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives anotlier end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the external 

flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal direads of Ae first 
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tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

126. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with the 

internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of 

the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in ctrcumfer^tial tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular 

members. 

1 27. An apparatus, cc»nprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the tubular 
sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the external flange 

that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts tiie external 

flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads of the first 

tubular member; 
wherein tlie tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 

wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 

second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second tubular 

members. 

128. A metiiod of extracting geothermal energy fi-om a subterranean source of geothermai energy, 
comprising: 
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drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casmg string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 
and second casing strings. 

129. The method of claim 128, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and 
second casing strings is constant. 

130. The method of claim 1 28, wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external 

threads at an end portion that ragage the internal threads of tiie end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

131. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole tliat traverses the subterranean source of g]eothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string witliin the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole tliat traverses the subterranean source of 
geotliemial energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string witli a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the fu-st and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 
the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
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a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
1 32. A method of extracting geothennal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothennal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothennal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothennal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 
external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 
of the first tubular member. 
133. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geotheroial energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
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constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

tlie internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end; of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment witfi the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

A method of extracting geothermal energy fi^om a subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole tliat traverses the subtmanean source of geotliermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the boreliole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 
geothermal energy; 

overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing string; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the borehole; and 
extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy using the first 

and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 
external flange that comprises external threads that engage tlie internal direads 
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of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of tiie first and second 

tubular members. 

135. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geodiennal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and < 

a second casing positioned within the borehole that overlaps with the first casing string that 

traverses tiie subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
v^erein the first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and 

plastically defonned within the borehole. 

136. The apparatus of clmm 135, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and 
second casing strings is constant. 

137. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal threads at an 
end portion; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising external 

threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end portion of the first 
tubular member. 

138. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subteifanean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole tiiat traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed 

within the borehole; 

wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
constant; and 
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wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 
the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 

a .second tubular member received within anotlier end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

1 39. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, cojnprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within die borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of tlie 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve tliat abuts the 

external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal threads 

of the first tubular member. 

140. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically deformed 

within tlie borehole; 

wherem the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 
constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings con^prise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positicmed between the ends of the 
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tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

141. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subteiranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energ>r, 

a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing strings is 

constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts external 

flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts the 

external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal tiireads 

of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential conipression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 

first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 
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142. A method, comprising: 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

determining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks througli the coupled ends of the first and 
second tubular members; and 

if a predetemiined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first 
and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and 
second tubular members and radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

143. The method of claim 142, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the fu^st and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular members. 

1 44. The metliod of claim 1 42, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only the 
portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to tlie interior surfaces of the first and second tubular member 
proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 

145. The method of claim I , further comprising: 

transmitting energy tlirough the first and second tubular members. 

1 46. The method of claim 1 45, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 47. The metliod of claim 1 46, wherein the electrical energy comprises a conununication signal. 

1 48. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

149. Tlie method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises acofistic energy. 

1 50. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the fu^t and second tubular 
members. 

151. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming <he first and second tubular 
members. 

1 52. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

transmitting energy tlirough the first and second tubular meipbers. 

153. The method of claim 1 52, wherein tlie energy comprises electrical energy. 

154. The method of claim 153, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication signal. 

155. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

1 56. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 57. The metliod of claim 1 52, vsdierein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
Uibular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and second tubular 
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members. 

1 58. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and second 
tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming tfap first and second tubular 
members. 

1 59. A system comprising: 
a source of energy; 

a borehole formed in the earth; 

a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source of 

energy; » 
a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular member; 

and 

a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular 
members; 

wherein the first tubular member, second tubular member, and tlie tubular sleeve are plastically 
deformed into engagement with one another. 

160. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of electrical energy. 

161 . The system of claim 159, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of thermal energy. 

162. The system of claim 159, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of acoustic energy. 

1 63 . A method of operating a well for e?£tracting hydrocarbons fitim a subtenanean formation, 
comprising: 

drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subterranean formation; 
positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole; 
tran^itting energy through the wellbore casing; and 
extractmg hydrocarbons from the subtenanean formation; 
wherein the wellbore casing comprises: 
a first tubular member; 

a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular member; and 
a tubular sleeve coupled to the first and second tubular member; and 
wherein the f^st tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 

164. The metliod of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 65 . The system of claim 1 63, wherein the energy comprises diermal energy. 

166. The system of claim 1 63, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 
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Claims 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A method, comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular sleeve; 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular memt>ers; and 
radially expanding and plastically defonning the first tubular member and the second 
tubular member. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

3. The method of claim 2. wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into 
" * abutment with the internal flange. 

4. The method of claim 3. wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

Inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

6. The method of claim 1 . wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular member until the 
end of the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular 

member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular 

member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the extemal flange. 

10. The method of claim 1 . wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0. wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

12. The method of claim 1 . wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

13. The method of claim 1 0, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

15. The method of daim 12, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

16. The method of daim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforrining the end of the tubular sleeve. 

17. The method of daim 16, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

19. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. 

20. The method of daim 19, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

21 . The method of daim 1 . wherein coupling the end of the second tubular meml)er to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

24. The method of daim 21 , wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

25. The method of daim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
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end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the first tubular member Into the end of the tubular sleeve. 

26. The method of daim 25. wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 

sleeve. 

27. The method of claim 1 . wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

Inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

28. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; 
and 

latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

30. The method of claim 1 . wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; 
and 

latching the end of the second tubular memt>er to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

31 . The method of daim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. . 

32. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the tubular members in another structure; and 

then radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and the 
second tubular member. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

34. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 
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sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

35. The method of daim 32. wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

36. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

37. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 

38. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

39. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

40. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

41 . The mjBthod of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

42. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
breaking the tubular sleeve. 

43. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. 

44. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial 
passages. 

45. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically defomning the first 
tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular 

members. 

46. The method of claim 1 . wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular 
member using a rotating member. 

47. The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the radial 

expansion and plastic defomiation of the first and second tubular members. 

48. The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

49. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first and second 
tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic defonmation of the 
first and second tubular members. 

50. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 
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51 . The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

52. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically defbnning the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically defomning only the portions of the firet and second 
members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 
second tubular nriembers. 

54. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first tubular member comprises internal threads; 
and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage the internal 
threads of the first tubular member. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein radially expanding and plastically defomning the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically defomning only the portions of the first and second 
members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members: 

56. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. 

57. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 
second tubular members. 

58. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
wellbore casings. 

59. The method of claim 1 . wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
pipes. 

60. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between ttie ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve Into 

abutment with the internal flange; 
inserting an end of a second tubular member Into another end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; . 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 
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tubular member; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

61 . A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the 

. end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member 

until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular memt>ers; 
radially expanding and plastically defomning the first tubular member and the second 

tubular member; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

62. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an intemal flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment with the intemal flange; 
inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment the intemal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular 

member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and 

second tubular members; 
placing the tubular sleeve In circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

63. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
Inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the 

end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member 
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until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular 

member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and 

second tubular members; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension, 

64. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular nriember coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first 

tubular memben 
wherein the tubular sleeve is stressed in a first direction; 

wherein the end portions of at least one of the first and second tubular members are 

stressed in a second direction; and 
wherein the first direction is different from the second direction. 

65. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in drcumferentiarcompression; 
and 

wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential 
compression. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64» 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is In circumferential tension; and 

wherein the end portion of the second tubular member Is In circumferential tension. 

67. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

68. The apparatus of claim 67. wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve; and wherein the end portion of the second 
tubular member is received within another end of the tubular sleeve. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68. wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the Internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

70. The apparatus of claim 67. wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

71 . The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular^"^ 
members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 
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72. The apparatus of daim 67, wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

73. The apparatus of daim 72, wherein the end portions of ttie first and second tubular 
members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

74. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the intemal flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

75. The apparatus of daim 67, wherein the intemal flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. 

76. The apparatus of daim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

77. The apparatus of dafm 76. wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received 
within the first tubular member; and wherein another end portion of the tubular sleeve is 
received within the end portion of the second tubular nnember. 

78. The apparatus of daim 77, wherein the end portfons of the first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

79. The apparatus of daim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received 
within the end portion of the first tubular memt>er. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

81 . The apparatus of daim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is iBceived 
within the end portion of the second tubular member. 

82. The apparatus of claim 81 . wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the extemal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

83. The apparatus of claim 76. wherein the extemal flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

84. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the extemal flange of the tubular sleeve Is 
positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. 

85. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. 

86. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

87. The apparatus of claim 86, further comprising: 

another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

88. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: \ 
a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other 

.iturtvir.cn 
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end of the tubular sleeve. 

89. The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

91. The apparatus of claim 88. wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

92. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the end of the tubular sleeve is defonmed onto the 
end of the first tubular member. 

93. The apparatus of claim 92, wherein the other end of the tubular sleeve is deformed 
onto the end of the second tubular member. 

94. The apparatus of claim 64. wherein the other end of the tubular sleeve is defonned 
onto the end of the second tubular member. 

95. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the first tubular member for retaining the tubular 
sleeve onto the end of the first tubular member. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, further comprising: 

another retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining 
the other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular 
member. 

97. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the 
other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular memtier. 

98. The apparatus of claim 95. wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

99. The apparatus of claim 96. wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient 

1 00. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

1 01 . The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

1 02. The apparatus of claim 1 01 , further comprising: 

another locking ring for coupling the end of the secorxl tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 03. The apparatus of claim 64 , further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

104. The apparatus of claim 64. further comprising: 

a structure for receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve; 
wherein the tubular sleeve contacts the interior surface of the structure. 
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1 05. The apparatus of claim 1 04. wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises: 

a sealing member for f luidicly sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and 
the stmcture. 

1 06. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

107. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

108. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. 

109. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is metailic. 

110. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

111. The apparatus of claim 64. wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

112. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

113. The apparatus of claim 64. wherein the tubular sleeve is frangible. 

114. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more 
longitudinal slots. 

115. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more radial 
passages. 

116. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are 
amorphously bonded. 

117. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are welded. 

118. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein only the portions of the first and second tubular 
members proximate the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. 

119. The apparatus of daim 118, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided t>etween the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

120. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first tubular member comprises internal 
threads; and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

121. The apparatus of claim 120, wherein only the portions of the first and second 
members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members are plastically 
deformed. 

122. The apparatus of claim 121. wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the first and second tubular members. 

1 23* The apparatus of claim 1 21 , wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 
124. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a firsl tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutmerit with 
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the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

125. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

the extemal flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal 

threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

126. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises extemal threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 

the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

127. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an extemal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the 
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external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

the external flange that comprises external threads that engage the Internal 

threads of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 

the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

128. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subten-anean source of geothemial energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically defonning the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically defonning the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothemial energy from the subterranean source of geothemnal energy 
using the first and second casing strings. 

129. The method of claim 128, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings is constant. 

1 30. The method of daim 1 28. wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

131. A method of extracting geothemnal enei-gy from a subtenanean source of geothemial 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
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positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically defomning the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a porfion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothem^al energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises intemal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the intemal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
132. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subten-anean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the 
borehole; 

positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothenmal energy; 
overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically defonming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subtenranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 
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a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises Internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member 
A method of extracting geothemial energy from a subtenranean source of geothennal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothennal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subtenranean source of geothermal energy; 
overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the firet casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically defomiing the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subtenranean source of geothennal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 

engage the internal threads of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 
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134. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothemial 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothemial energy, 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 
source of geothermal energy; 

overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 
string; 

radially expanding and plastically defomning the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises extemal threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 
second tubular members. 
1 35. An apparatus for extracting geothemial energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothemial energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing positioned within the borehole that overiaps with the first casing 

string that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
wherein the first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and 
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plastically deformed within the borehole. 

1 36. The apparatus of claim 1 35. wherein the Interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings Is constant. 

1 37. The apparatus of claim 1 35. wherein at least one of the first and second casing 
strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

1 38. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subten^nean source of 
geothenmal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subtenranean source of 

geothermal energy that overiaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically 

deformed within the borehole; 
wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the intemal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the intemal threads of the first tubular member. 

1 39. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 
source of geothermal energy that overiaps with the first casing string; 

wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 
strings is constant; and 
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Wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises intemal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the intemal threads of the first tubular member. 

140. An apparatus for extracting geothemial energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothennal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically 

deformed within the borehole; 
wherein the Inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an intemal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with t-he intemal flange that comprises intemal threads; 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 

engage the intemal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal Is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 

141 . An apparatus for extracting geothemial energy from a subten-anean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 
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a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 
source of geothermal energy that overiaps with the first casing string; 

wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 
strings is constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises intemal threads; 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 

abuts the extemal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular memt>ers. 

142. A method, comprising: 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

detemriining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first 
and second tubular memt>ers; and 

if a predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of 
the first and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the 
ends of the first and second tubular members and radially expanding and 
plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve. 

143. The method of claim 142, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only 
the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular 
members. 

144. The method of claim 142. wherein radially expanding and plastically defonming only 
the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular 
member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 
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145. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

146. The method of claim 145. wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

147. The method of claim 146. whereiri the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal. 

146. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises Ihennal energy. 

149. The method of claim 145. wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

150. The method of daim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

151. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

152. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

1 53. The HDethod of claim 1 52, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 54. The method of claim 1 53, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal. 

1 55. The method of claim 1 52. wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

1 56. The method of claim 1 52. wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 57. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

1 58. The method of daim 1 52, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

1 59. A system comprising: 
a source of energy; 

a borehole fomied in the earth; 

a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source 
of energy, 

a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular 
member, and 

a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular 
members; 

wherein the first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed Into engagement with or>e another. 
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160. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of 
electrical energy. 

161 . The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a sourt5e of 
thermal energy. 

162. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of 
acoustic energy. 

163. A method of operating a well for extracting hydrocariDons from a subtenranean 
formation, comprising: 

drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subterranean fonnation; 
positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole; 
transmitting energy through the wellbore casing; and 
extracting hydrocartx>n5 from the subterranean fomnation; 
wherein the wellbore casing comprises: 
a first tubular member; 

a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular member; and 
a tubular sleeve coupled to the first and second tubular member, and 
wherein the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
are plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 

164. The method of daim 163. wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 65. The system of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy, 

166. The system of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 67. A system, comprising: 

means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
means for coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and 
the second tubular member. 

168. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an intemal flange. 

169. The system of daim 168, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
memt>er to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the intemal flange. 

1 70. The system of claim 1 69, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second lubularmember into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 
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171 . The system of claim 168, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

172. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

173. The system of claim 172, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular 
• member until the end of the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

1 74. The system of claim 1 73. wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. 

1 75. The system of daim 1 72, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. 

1 76. The system of dalm 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and 
the end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 77. The system of claim 1 76. wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular 
member and the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

178. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 79. The system of claim 1 76, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

1 80. The system of claim 1 77, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

181. The system of claim 1 78, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

1 82. The system of claim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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means for defonming the end of the tubular sleeve. 

183. The system of daim 182, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

184. The system of claim 167. wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for defomning the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

185. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member 

1 86. The system of daim 1 85, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

1 87. The system of daim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

1 88. The system of daim 1 85. wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

189. The system of daim 186, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

1 90. The system of daim 1 87, wherein the retaining ring is resilient 

191. The system of daim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 

sleeve. 

1 92. The system of daim 191, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 
means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

193. The system of claim 167. wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 
means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

194. The system of daim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

1 95. The system of claim 1 94, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

196. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

197. The system of claim 167. wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. 

1 98. The system of claim 1 67, further comprising: 

means for placing the tubular members in another structure; and 
means for then radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member 
and the second tubular member. 

1 99. The system of claim 1 98, further comprising: 

means for radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

200. The system of claim 198, further comprising: 

means for sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

201 . The system of claim 198, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

202. The system of claim 198, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

203. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 

204. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

205. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

206. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

207. The system of claim 1 67, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic, 

208. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 
means for breaking the tubular sleeve. 
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209. The system of claim 1 67, wherein the tubular sleeve Includes one or more 
longitudinal slots. 

210. The system of daim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve Includes one or more radial 
passages. 

21 1 . The system of claim 167. wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
comprises: 

means for displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second 
tubular members. 

212. The system of claim 167, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
defomiing the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
comprises: 

means for applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second 
tubular member using a rotating member. 

21 3. The system of claim 1 67, further comprising: 

means for amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the 
radial expansion and plastic defonroitlon of the first and second tubular 
memt>ers. 

214. The system of daim 1 67, further comprising: 

means for welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion 
and plastic defomiation of the first and second tubular members. 

215. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first 
and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

216. The system of daim 167, further comprising: 

means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in drcumferentlal compression; 
and 

means for pladng the end of the second tubular member in drcumferentlal 
compression. 

217. The system of daim 1 67, further corhprising: 

means for placing the tubular sleeve In drcumferentlal compression; 

means for placing the end of the first tubular nneml>er in drcumferential tension; and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in drcumferential tension. 

218. The system of daim 167, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
first tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 
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means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 
and second members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

21 9. The system of claim 21 8. further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 
the first and second tubular members. 

220. The system of claim 167. wherein the first tubular member comprises internal 
threads; and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member 

221 . The system of claim 220. wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing only the portions of the first 
and second members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. 

222. The system of claim 221 , further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second 
tubular members. 

223. The system of claim 221 . further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 
the first and second tubular members. 

224. The system of dalm 1 67. wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
wellbore casings. 

225. The system of claim 1 67, wherein the first and second tubular nnembers comprise 
pipes. 

226. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an intemal flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment with the intemal flange; 
means for Inserting an end of a second tubular member Into another end of the 

tubular sleeve into abutment the intemal flange; 
means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and 

the second tubular meniber; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; 

and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential 
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compression. 

227. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an extemal flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member 

until the end of the first tubular member abuts with the extemal flange; 
means for inserting another end of the tubular, sleeve into an end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the extemal 

flange; 

means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
■ means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first tubular member and 
the second tubular member; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
means for pladng the end of the first tubular member in circumferenUal tension; and 
means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

228. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment with the internal flange; 
means for inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the 

tubufar sleeve into abutment the Internal flange; 
means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing only the portions of the first 

tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the 

first and second tubular members; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member In circumferential compression; 

and 

means for pladng the end of the second tubular member in drcumferential 
compression. 

229. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member 

until the end of the first tubular member abuts with the extemal flange; 
means for inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second 
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tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the extemal 
flange; 

means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 

tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the 

first and second tubular members; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
means for pladng the end of the first tubular member Sn circumferenHal tension; and 
means.for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

230. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subtenranean source of geothem)al 
energy using the first and second casing strings. 

231 . The system of claim 230. wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings is constant. 

232. The system of claim 230. wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

extemal threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

233. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subten^nean source of geothermal 
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energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subtenranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothemial 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an intemal fiange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received vAnthin an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the intemal flange that comprises intemal threads; and 
a second tubular member received wilhiri another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the intemal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the intemal threads of the first tubular member. 
234. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically defonming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy using the first and second casing strings; 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



wo 2004/01(H>39 



PCT/US2003/0 19993 



Wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

extemal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the extemal flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
235. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subten-anean source of geothennal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically defbmning the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subten^nean source of geothenmal energy; 
means for overtapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically defonning the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for exiracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothennal 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the. interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the internal flange that comprises extemal threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is In circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
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wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 
second tubular members. 
236. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subtenranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothenrnal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically defomiing the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overiapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an extemal flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

extemal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 

abuts the external flange that comprises extemal threads that engage 

the intemal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular memt>er is in drcumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid fight seal is provided between the threads of the flrst and 

second tubular members. 
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237. A system, comprising: 

means for coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

means for injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

means for detemiining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends 

of the first and second tubular members; and 
means for if a predetemnined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the 

coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular 

sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular meml>ers and radially 
. expanding and plastically defomiing only the portions of the first and second 

tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

238. The system of claim 237, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular 
sleeve comprises: 

means for displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second 
tubular members. 

239. The system of claim 237. wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular 
sleeve comprises: 

means for applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second 
tubular member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 

240. The system of daim 167, further comprising: 

means for transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

241 . The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

242. The system of claim 241 . wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal, 

243. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

244. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

245. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

246. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular mennbers after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

247. The system of claim 1 98, further comprising: 

means for transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

248. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

249. The system of claim 248, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
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signal. 

250. The system of daim 247, wherein the energy comprises themfial energy. 

251 . The system of daim 247. wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

252. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

253. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically defomning the first 
and second tubular members. 
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